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ber diſperſron. 
The Churches fr prflcecie hy i 
| 54h Emperours. 
"y - The flight of the Church into the 
" &- The 7 two Wuneſſes. (ne( 
\ The rh" of eAntcbriff ; bis ſe 
dad tea horwes, © 
Tbe ſetond Beaſt, and his two bernin,d 
T be prattiſe of Antichriſt and bis Clerg 
the Qharch. 
he Imdffe of the Beaſt, 
" The Marks of the Beaff. 
' The name and number of the Beaſs. 
The end of the Beaſt and deftrutiton of hi 
Cite, 


And the end of the world, 


The reaſonsthatmoued me to pabli 


this ſame,are theſe rwo: firſt;the hope c 
good that ir may doe to the Church 
God,in theſe rroubleſonie tithes: and 
condly, hoping that it may be a mean 
co bring forth the reſt, eirher from th 
Auchor, or from ſome other that may 
haue it in keeping, . © 
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1. The regenerate Chriſtians onely are thi o 
Chwrch and heritage of God. _ 6-4. 
3. The reſidue are outcaſts and refuſed. 
7. Of two teftifiers and preſerners of 
truth, 
' 13. «Antichriſt killeth them, but the Lord 
reſtereth them life againe, | 
I5, Great diſſention ariſetht 2 the 
day of indgement us foreſhewed, 
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VERSE 1. end there was giren me 4 
reed, like unto a mete-yard; and the An« 
i gell that flood by me, ſaid, Riſe, and 
meaſure the Temple of God, and the Al 
tar, and them that adore therein, 


== 5 in a common held, A 
good Suryeyor doth mea= 
ure out each intercommo» 
ners ſeucrall, by ſtake or 
_y by rod : ſo in the wide 
| and common field of Chriſtians, the 
| B Lord 
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T [ord .commanderh his {: ruant Hhs to 
furvey and apportion our his Church 
and partage,' which he ſeucr:th from 
the reſidue of carnall Goſpellers, and 
ſuch like outcaſts; in recommendm 
vato vs their inward frame and renewe 
graces,vnder the appellation and names 
of the Temple of God, the Altar, and them 
that adore therein: meaning , that as in 
the Tabernacle of the congregation,the 
holy and moſt holy places (wherein 
ftood the Table of the Shew-bread,Can- 
dleſticke, Altar of incenſe, Arke, prop1- 
tiatory and oracle of God, ouercouered 
within and withour with Angell-gold, 
into which places none bur S Prieſts 
might cnter and adore) were ſeparated 
by a vaile from the outer Courr, where 
the brazen alrar was erected for all the 
houſe of Iſrael to enter and ſacrifice,and 
which therefore was called the Court of 
che people: ſo in the common field and 
Vnuerlitie of Chriſtians, they onely are 
the Church and heritage of God,which 
tre ſan&ified in heart, and holy in life 
and couuerſation, and ſeparated (by the 
vaile of regeneration, 7 2» 1s to ſay, by 
the teares of true repentance,and the al- 
{urance 
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ſurance of pardon and reconciliation vn- 
co God in Chrift Teſus, ingrauen in the 
tables of their hearts by the fingerof the 
Spirit)from all carnall profeffors and no- 
minall Chriſtians, in whom is but an 
outward face and proteftation of the 
name of Chriſt onely. 


——————_ 
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Verſe 2. But the baſe Court which i with» 
ont the Temple, caſt out, and meaſure 
not, for it is ginen to the Gentules : and 
the holy, Citie ſhah they tread vnder foot 
two and fortie months, 


BY: as for thoſe common m— 
Chriſtians, here reſembled to the baſe 
court which i without the Temple, becauſe 
they are but ouercaſt onely with a pro- 
fellion of my name, which heare my 
word and participate my Sacraments, . 
and yet are {eparated by an vnregenerate 
heart,as by a vaile, from thoſe Alcars and 
Prieſts, in'whom my name is honored: 
caſt forth,laith the Lord, and meaſure not; 
for howloecuer ſuch vnleauened compa- 

nions ſeeme to boaſt in the name of my | 
Church, & in the proteſtation of a Chrt- 
B 2 ſian 
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ſtian calling , yer they are ſo farre from 
belonging to my peculiar, faith the 
Lord, as that I haue given them vp in 
reckoning with the reprobate of the 
Gearlles, - and they ſhall mſtizfie mine ac- 
count and reie(tion of them , by their 
like vacircumciſed cariage and heathe- 
niſh conuerſation : for they ſhall no leſle 
defile my holy Citie, that 1s to ſay, they 
ſhall noletle hate, accuſe, perſccute,and 
keepe vnder water the true and ſan&i- 
fied Chriſtian, then do the heathen and 
vncircumciſed, as by ouer-long experi- 
ence 1s well knowne to the Church of 
God, which hath been, is, and ſhall be 
(till her captiuirie be returned) oppoſed 
tor melancholy, mad, new, fa&tious, 
ſchiſmaricall,hereticall, by Chriſtian Ca- 
choliques, politicians, Atheiſts, carnall 
Golpellers, and ſuch heatheniſn pro- 
reſtors1ike to theſe, 

And that the Church of God may not 
looke for other or betfer entertainment 
at theſe her intercommoners hands, ſhe 
is here (by the predeterminare counſell 
of God) to be troden like a way by theſe 
Gentiles and heatheniſh Chriſtians, two 
and fortie months , meaning months of 
yeares, 
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yeares,euery month accounting (by pro- 

heticall aoalcaion) thirtie Ad p.8 

/ mthe Verſe following ſhall be further 

maruteſted;confounding cherein che Re- 

miſariesof Rome, who ſweat to perſwade 

that they are bur months of dayes,there- 

| by to turne .the worlds eye from che 

great Antichriſt that now 1s, to a pertic 
Antichriſt which ſhall neuer come. 
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Verſe 3. eAndl1 will give to my two wit« 
neſſes,and they ſhall propheſie a thouſand 
two hundred ard ſrxtic dajes cloathed 
in ſackcloth, 


Vring which time of the Churches 
diſgrace & deſolario, for the greater 

comfort of her children and wdgement | 
of her aduerſaries, I will, ſaith the Lord; 
| I, by a wonderfull outſtretched prout- 
dence, will preſerue vnto the world the 
light and power of my two teſtaments, 
to guide their knowledge and conuer- 
| ſation into the wayes of peace, Whereby 
| the Lord manifeſtly reprouerh the grolle 
and vaine expeation of thoſe thar 


tranſlate his meaning in this place to 
B 3 the 
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of Henechs returne,, either infleſh or in 
= . ſpirit, thereisno ſyllable of promiſe 1n 
we all the Scriptures ; and as couching the 
3 ſpiricuall returne of Elias —— Is 
FMal.4.5. already performed, as the Lord himſelte 
Mat. 1.14 proueth, 
x _ *Now touching the time of their kee- 
ping watch whule the world ſleepeth, 
the Lord voweth it ſhall be two and for- 
tie months before mentioned ; which 
being difſolued into dayes, after the Ka- 
lender. of the Hebrewes ( whoſe yearc 
did driue thirtie dayes to euery month, 
and twelue months to euery yeare) a- 
mount to the juſt number of 1260 dayes 
hcre ſpecified: which compuration of 
the yeares is obſerued throughout the 
whole Bible, Daniel only excepted,who 
counteth after the vſe and ftile of the 
3} Caldcans,in whoſe tongue and amongſt 
Wi whom he wrote; andconſequently the 
$2 11 months being propherical,thar 1s to ſay, 
[; menths of yeares, which to each account 
I i thirtie yeares, the reigne of Antichriſt 
1 mulit nceds endure 1260 yeares. Which 
ug.) maner ot reckoning yeares by dayes, 
| though ic {ceme ſtrange, is vſuall not- 
with » 


P 4-1 | % % = * w= E 
|. ad þ tte, ht os gt 
[| hg ff __ al vy \ - Ay, , 4 — ” 
66... FEISS __— OS = 2 JL ;h 
TIE COININDO and Et . l 


TT —_—nns 


— - — 


h - Mn 4s 
Oo SOIT M's ob BALIS. cv tE ASS. * 
. 1 6. 43” we 07 CR thea/ 
PL , ="; G . 
withſtanding with the Prophet: 


"wk. wv. 


IT {t wC 

and therefore 1s called Prophericall ; "as FM 
Exekiel a day for a yeare z and Daniels Ezek.4.6) 
ſcucntie weekes are weekes of yeares, e- 249-924 
uery weeke containing ſeuen yeares, as k 
throughout this. prophecie. Alſo the 
months are months of yeares, to cuery 
month accounting thirrie yeares. From 
whence we conclude, Antichriſts three 
yeares and a halte, both here and in Da- 
niel,deciphered by a time, times, and half 
a timegto be yeares of yeares,cuery yeare 
containing twelue moneths of yeares, 
which amount to 360 yeares, and mul- 
tiplicd by three and a halfe,do in the to- 
call amount to 1260 yeares, ' 

And to the end the world may take 
berter notice of theſe his two teſtifiers 
and preſeruers of truth, the Lord come 
mendeth che knowledge of the parties, 
by the deſcription of their garments, in 
ſaying , they are cloathed in ſackcloth; 
thereby not onely diſleuering their te- 
ſtimonies from all the ſoft and courtly 
commentaries of fleſh and blood, which 
for the moſt are raiſed with infe&ed 
matter, and veſted with affeted ſtile; 
bur alſo teaching vs that no man can re- 
B 4 tame 
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niſter,vnleſle he ſerue in the ſame huery 
that they doe, and can turne ouer the 
leaues of his life and pilgrimage in faſt- 
ing and ſackclorh, and true repentance, 
as theſe his ſeruants the Prophets and - 


Saints hane done, 


Verſe 4. Theſe are the two oline branches 
and the two candleſticks which ſtand 
in the preſence of the Lord of the earth, 


Nd theſe my two Teſtaments are 

thoſe two oliue trees(ſaith the Lord) 
deſcribed by thr 7 Zechary, which 
ſtand and fruQifie before the Ruler of 
the earth for cuer and euecr , For their 
leafe,that is roſay,their word and mudge- 
ments -ſhall neither wither nor fade, 
though heauen and earth ſhould periſh 
and melt away. And they are allo two 
candleſticks, which carry in them the 
lighrot my cruth,and power of my Spi- 
rit, = great moderator of heauen and 
earth, 


————. 
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Verſe 5. And if avy man will hurt them, 
fire ſhall come forth of their month «nd 
denonre their enemies ; and if any man 

f 


A if any man ſhal wreſt their word 
from the aime & intention of their 
meaning(ſaith che Lord,) or turne cheir 
prophecie out of the way, by peruerting 
or clipping the honour or purpoſe, ot 
their tau Fo fire of my wrath denoun« 
ced by the mouth of thele my wo cefta« 
ments (for though they be rwo,y<tthey 
haue but one mouth) ſhall ſurely iudge 
and execute thoſe louers and makers of 
lies: and for the more allurance of this 
ſentence againſt them,, the Lord doth 
iterate the curſe and vengeance of his 
heauy diſpleaſure,laying, And if any mar 
will burt them, ſo muſt be be flainez mea» 
ning{(I ſay)by hurting, all maner dimi- 
niſhing of the words of their teſtimonie 
by Falſe blaſphemous, and lying expo- 
fitions, as ſome haue done, 


Verſc 
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Verſe 6. Theſe hane power ro ſbut beawen; 
that it raine not it the dayes of ther 
prophecie, and thiy bawe power oxer the 


waters,to twrne them into blood, and to 
ſmite the earth with all maner of 


plagues, ſo often as they will, 


Or the Lord hath touched the mouth 
of theſe his rwo Pcophets, as he did y 
mouth of /eremie, and the reſt of hisſer- 
uants, of whom he ſaith, Behold,this day 
haxe | ſet thee oner nations and oner king- 
domes, to plucke vp, roote out, deſtroy and 
throw downe, build andplant : and in ano» 
ther place, Therefore bane 1 cut them downe 
by my Prophets,and ſlaine them by the words 
of my mouth, Such priuiledge the Lord 
hath giuen to theſe his two Teſtaments, 
that it they once ſhut the heauens that it 
raine not 1n the dayes of their prophec- 
Cie, that isto ſay, if they denouncea fa- 
Mine ofthe bread of life, ts wit,the word 
and knowledge of God; or pronounce 4 
{yord to come vypon a nation, kingdom 
or people , which the Lord here (igni- 
ficth by turning waters into blood z' or 
it it pleaſech them to prophelie _— 
the 
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| the Lord here calleth to ftrike) of any 


peftilence, earthquake, or otheriudge- 
ment to come , ſuch power is giuen 
chem , rhat if they ſay che word, -it is 
done, as it is written, Heawen and earth 


ſhall periſh , but the words of their prophecie 
(hall not paſſe,till all be fulfilled. 


Verſe 7. eAnd when they ſhall baxe finiſhed 
their teſtimonies, the Beaſt which a(cen- 
deth from the depth, ſhall wage battell 4+ 
gainſt them,and kill then, | 


Nd when his ſeruants the Prophets 

and Apoſtles ſhal hauefulfilled their 
courſe , and be tranſlated from the land 
of their labours to the land ofreſt , | lea- 
uing tothe world the inheritance (as it 
were) of their miniſtery ſealed vp in. the 
two Teſtaments of God, to preſcrue the 
feare of hisname and the knowledge of 
his pleature among the ſonnes of men, 
which the holy Ghoſt calleth finiſhing 
their teſtimonie ; Antichriſt the Beaſt, 
whoſe proper place whence he 1s and 
whither he muſt, 1s heredeſcribed by 
the name of the depth , ſhall not a" ely 
urt 
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tying expoſitions, as his Clerks and A(- 
ets do, but ſhall ſer his feet ypon their 
necks, and tread downe their diuine au- 
thoricie by the aduancing of his curſed 
keyes and the beautie of his whoriſh 
Church abuue them , which the Spirit 
calleth waging barrell, inhibiting « 25m 
to gorpnngy or teach the words of their 
teſtimonie vulgarly, And not onely pur- 
ting them to lilence,but alſo reprouing, 
condemning them for corrupters, ſedu- 
cers and ſowers of hereſies among the 
people ; which preſumpruous blaſphe- 
mic and murder, the Spirit diſcouereth 
in ſaying that he ſhall ouercome them 
and kill iem, 


————_ 
— ———— 


Verſe 8. And their carkeiſes ſhall remaine 
in the ſtreete of the great Citie, which 
& ſpiritually called Sodome and Egypt, 
where their Lord alſo was cracified, 


' N Nd the letter or text of their teſti- 
monie, which the Spirit calleth 
their corps or carkeiſes, ſhall remaine 
u their houſes, Cels, Temples, hang 
ar 
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kingdomes where the Beaſt and his 
Church is adored; which in regard of 
their number be here named rhe great 
Citie,(o in reſpett of their execrable wor- 
ſhip and adulrerous ſeruice, contrary tq 
God and his holy Citie, they are here 
called alſo ſpiritually Sodome; meanin 

that as Sodome her fiſter did forſake the 
lawfull vie and wave” (350 of nature, 
and wrought filchineſle againſt narure; 
ſo theſe loathing truth, and louin 

lyes, ſhould erc& ſtrange oblationsand 
propitiations,as contrary to the offerings 
and ſatisfaftions of the Saints, as was the 

nne of Sodome oppolice to nature, 


And theSpirir furcher callech chem .. 


by the name of Egypt, for that in blind- 
nes and hardnes of heart. they euery way 
match the preſumptuous and indurate 
E-:yptians, ſtill purſuing and perſecu- 
ting the truth, as Pharaob did Iſrael, ill 
the God of Itracl deſtroy them by.che 
Spirit of his mouch , as he did Pharaob 
and his hoaſt by water. 

Andin turcher dereſtation of the cruel 
murder and immanitie of this Beaſt and 
his adherents, the holy Ghoſt —_ a 

00 


at their girdles throughall the cirits and * 


| blood of the Prince of the Couenant to 


their charge alſo, as cunningly as they - 


thinke to'conuey his mutder;and poſt it 
ouer to Jeruſalem. For as the Lord doth 
lay the blood of hisſeruant Abel ro the 
charge of che Scribes and Phariſes of his 
owne time , — hee were ſlaine 
long before thoſe Phariſes were borne 
or [erufalem builded, becauſe rhey were 
the very image and liuely 1mitation of 
his brother chat murthered him : ſo the 
holy Ghoſt doth here lay the innocent 
blood of the Lord of glory to the charge 
of this crucifier and his citizens, becauſe 
they are the children and generation of 
that high Prieſt and thoſe ' murderers 
which cried, Away with him, crucifie bim, 

eracific bim. And that wee ſhould not 

maruell thereat, the holy Ghoſt in ano- 

ther place goeth furcher,and ſaith, In hey 

ſhall L found the blood of the Apoſtles and 

Prophets alſo, and all that ener for the teſti 

monic of the truth were [line on earth, 
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Verſe 9. And there ſhall of the tribes and 
people ard Gentiles,ſee their dead bodies 
three dayes and a balfe, and ſhall nos 
ſuffer their corps to be layed in moun- 
ments. A 


Nd all nations and kingdoms where 


the Beaſt is worſhipped (whom the 
holy Ghoft for their prophanation in 
life and religion, calleth Gentiles) ſhall 
have, handle, and gazevpon the letter 
and corps of his two witnelles three days 
and a halte, chat isro ſay,the time,times, 
and halte a time, wherein the Beaſt ſhall 
reigne and perſecute, euen three pro» 
pheticall yeares anda halte, accounting 
(asin E ney all dayes for yeares. Ner- 
ther ſhall they ſuffer the word of their 
prophecie to be read, opened, vnder- 
ſtood, and laid vp in the hearts of the 
people,the true and narural monuments 
and ſepulchers, wherein the reſtimo- 
nic of their words ought to be inter- 
rcd. 
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Verſe 
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 * Verſe 10; And theinbabitants of the earth 
ſhall be glad oner them , and [ral ſend 
gifts one to another, becauſe theſe two 
Prophets tormenzed them that dwell vp- 


ox the carth, | 


AN all the worſhippers of the Beaſt 
here noted for their number by the 
inhabitants of the carch, ſhall clap their 
hands ouer their ownie inuentions, and 
xeioyce in the death of the truth, and 
make merry with bonefires, Vigils, Feſti- 
uals, Proceſſions; and in token of 10y, 
they ſhall ſend (as the Spirit ſaith) gifts 
one to another, Kings and Princes and 


people ſhal preſent and endow the Beaft 
and his Church with donations, immu- 
nities, polleſſions, gol and ſ1luer offe- 


rings,&c; and the Beaſt (on the other 
ſide) ſhall requite their kindnetſe with 
titles, bels, pardons, buls,and ſuch like : 
and the Spirit yeeldeth a reaſon of this 
their wicked and vngodly comfort, be- 
cauſe they had put out the eycsof his 
two Prophets, rhat their whoredomes 
and prophanarions might nor be repro- 
ucd;then which,nothung can be greater 

torment; 
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torment tothe wicked, nor more ynſa+ 
uoryro chem thar periſh. | 


— 


Verſe 11. And after three dayes and a balfe 
the ſpirit of life from God entred intd 
them, and they ſtood wpon their feete, 
and great fcare fell open all that ſaw 


them, 


| A Nd foraſmuch as in the death and 
extermination of Anrichriſt by way 
of dependancie, conliſteth the lite and 
refurretion ( as1t were) of the Scrip- 
tures; the Spitit foreſheweth, that afrer 
the reigrie and perſecation of the Beaſt, 
which here (as in the rtinth verſe) is de- 
termined by thtee dayes and a half, God 
will raiſe vp fairhfull & prudenr Prielts, 
Shepherds of vaddldc g hearts, who 
ſhall rightly diuide the words and reſtt- 
monies of his rwo witnelTes ; which the 
holy Ghoſt ſignifieth, in ſaying thar the 
ſpirit of life from God cntredinrto them: 
for as the fetrer and rext ofthe Scriprure 
1sthe corpsrhereof, fo their true incenc 
and mcaning is the ſpirit and lite of 
them ; and by che fairhfull minuttery ot 
| C fuck 
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> _ ſuchastheLord ſhallraiſe in and about 


that time, and for that purpoſe, the teſti- 
monie of his two Prophets ſhall be reſto- 
redto their ftrength, and (as it were) to 
their walking againe , which the Spirit 
ſfignifieth in ſaying they flood wpon their 


 feete, as well to the terror and aftoniſh- 


ment of all lying and ſtipulous expoſi- 
cors,as tothe feare and admiration of the 
children and wfſtifiers of wiſedome, as 
the holy Ghoſt concludeth, ſaying, Aud 
great feare fell pon all that ſaw them, 


<— 
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Verſe 12. And I heard a loud voice from 
heauen, (aying , Come vp hither : and 
they went vp into heauen in a cloud, and 
their enemies [aw them, 


Nd the reſtauration of the true 

meaning of the Scriptures, which 
their enemies ſo long kept vnder by all 
vniuſt and cunning ſhifts, ſhall be more 
famouſly knowne and publiſhed, then 
that they may any longer hinder or ſtop 
che glorious courſe of cheir wonderfull 
inſtauration, which the Spirit intendeth 
in ſaying that he heard a voice from hea- 
nen, 
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uen.ſaying Come up bither; meaning thar 
it ould be more pollible for their ene- 
mes to ſtay Ehes chariot from aſcen- 
ding, or pull the wind backe from pur- 
ſuing his point, then to refift the wiſe- 

dome of the ſame, the which ſhall vindi- 
cate the abuſe of the Scriprures, and by 
the power of their miniſtery (as in the 
ſtrength of a cloud) ſhall hold them vp, 
; | » andrefſtore them to their ſpirituall and 
heauenly meaning againe: and the Beaſt 
with all his ſorcerers 'and liers , which 
haue been their long and ancient ene- 
| mues, ſhall ſee the glorie of theirregene- 
| ration,and wonder,and die. 


| —_— _ 

Verſe 13. And mthat howre there was made 
4 great earthquake , and the tenth part 
of the Citie fell , and there were ſlaine in 
the earthquake names of men ſeuen thou- 
(and, and the reſt were caſt intoa feare, 
and gane glorie to the God of heanen. 


Nd at ſuch'time as it pleaſed God 

A ro begin his worke of inſtaurarion, 
and to cauſe the dayſpring of his Goſpel 

* toſhine out of the nighc of Ancichriſts 
GL dark- 


darkneſle; the abominable and deſolate 
prophanation of the Beaſt, which had fo 
long time ouercaft the earth,was in ſuch 
ſorc diſcoucred , that the veryroote of 
his chrone and vſurped authoritic was 
dangerouſly ſhaken, which the holy 
Ghoſt cloſely foldeth vp,in ſaying, there 
was made a great earthquake, Andturther 
foreſheweth, that out of chis concuſſion 
there thould ariſe ſo great defe&ion,that 
the tenth part of his worſhippers ſhould 
reuole from him, and that this renolt 
and deteftion muſt coft the liuesof ma- 
ny thouſand men,which the Spirit vtte- 
reth in a maner of ſpecch ftrange to vs, 
bur vſuall with the Scriptures, calling 
men names of men, as Chap. 3.4. and 
meaning by ſexen thouſand many thou- 
fand, viing the determinate number of 
leucn indehnitely and fora number 1n- 
determinate, as it 1s alſo in Scripture of- 
ren. Which broiles and bloodſhed con- 
cerning the inſtitution of o—_ , are 
ſo ſufhciently reported in the Commen- 
taries of Bohemia and Germanic, and jn 
the troubles of France and Flanders, and 
other nations, as if 1t were purpoſely re- 
giltred in proofe of this prophecie, 


Laſtly, 


Laſtly, the Spirit concluding foretel- 
leth that many kingdomes in -this de- 
fection ſhould quite forſake the Beaſt, 
and haſte them out of Babylon home a- 
gaine to build the wals of Ieruſalem,and 
to reſtore the morning and the euening 
facrifice of praiſe and thankſgiung, as 
in the former time and in K dayes of 
old, in ſaying, And the reſt were caſt into 
a feare, and gane glorie to the God of heauen, 


— 


Verſe 14. The ſecond woe is gone,and behold 
the third woe will come quickly. 


= firſt woe was the blaſphemie of 
Arianiſme , which che holy Ghoſt 
in the ninth Chapter moſt aptly reſem- 
bleth vnco a {moake aſcending trom the 
depth,ſaying,that the Swrne was darkened, 
and the aire with the ſmoake of the pitz mea- 
by the Sunne the Sonne of God, and by 
the aire the word of histruth , by whoſc 
onely meane and interpolition, the ob- 
ie of his Deitie was truly diſcernedzand 
in regard of this firſt woe which was 
kindled by Arins, wherewith the inha» 
bitants of the carth(as the Spirit foretold 
C 3 vs) 
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prophericall account amounteth ro one 


undred and fifrie yeares, which wasthe 
time of the Arian perſecution, as in the 
Eccleſiaſticall hiſtories more plainly ap- 
peareth.The holy Ghoſt, I ſay,in regard 
of this. firſt woe , calleth the tragicall 
zcigne. of Antichrilt the ſecond woe, 
whoſe long time of tyrannie within this 
Chapter in a generall maner 1s declared, 
and in the JS th Chapter tollow- 
ing more particularly and exactly diſco- 
uered;though at the writing of this pro- 
229 399% it had his being only i the tore- 


knowledge of God, and was not yet be- 


gun to be ated,much lefle fully ended; 
yetinreſpedt ic 1s here in a generall ma» 
ner fully reuealed,: the Lord (ro whom 
all chings paſt and: to come are preſent) 
{aith,the ſecond woe 5 gone, vpon Cn 
nation whereof the third woe muſt en- 


ſue ,: which, for it ſurpaſſeth both the 


former in terror and 'greatnefle,the holy 
Ghoſt bringeth itin with a word of au- 
dience, Bchold,the third woe will came,mea- 
ning the great and terrible day of the 
Lord, toredenounced by his ſeruants the 

| Prophets, 
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 . Prophets, inchewhich all nicions hall 


ſtand aspriſoners before him, and Te- 
ceme ettery one according to the wayes 
wherein their heart hath walked. © 
And becauſe the day of the Lords co- 
ming in glorie and conſummation of 
the world ſhall not long carry after the 
determination and conſumption of An- 
tichriſt, (asin the laſt verſe of the thir- * 
teenth Chapter following ſhall be more 
fully declared ) the holy Ghoſt addeth 
the word quickly, as a preciſe note of his 
ſpeedie coming, which our Lord alfo n 
another place confirmeth by a like word 


immediatly, ſaying, Aud immediathy after \,1, . 
the tribulation of thoſe dayes (peaking of * 


the tyrannous reigne' of the ſelfe ſame 
Antichriſt) they ſhall ſee the Sonne of man 
coming in the clouds of the aire. 


« — 
DO —— 


Verſe 15. eAnd the ſeuenth Angell ſaun- 
ded with a Trumpet , and there. were 
wade loud voices in heauen, (aying, The 
kingdomes of this world- are made our 
Lords and hu Chriſts,and he (hal reigne 

for ener and ener, Amen, 


C 4 The 


| ha n he Crohel Chapter, 
where it isſa1 » And when he had opened 
the ſenentb ſeale, there was made ſilence in 
heauen thc. and 1 ſaw ſeen Angels fland in 
the hi hehe of God, and there were ginen them 
ſenuen trampets '&6. where the holy Ghoſt 
meanerth by the Lamb the Sonne of Gow 
and by opening the ſeventh ſeale, 
more particular diſconery of all fach 
thin gs as concerne the eſtate of his 
Church from his aſcenſion co his com- 
ming in maieſtic, diuided jnto ſeuen . 
acts, declared by ſeuen trumpets, ſoun- 
ded by ſcuen Angels, of which ads 
theſixr way the pageant of the deſola- 
tion of Antichriſt; che ſcuenth and laſt 
35 the coming of the Lord in the clauds 
of heauen, ang copſummatiqn of the 
world,vttcred in theſe words, And the ſe- 
wenth Angell ſounard with a trumpet , and 
with a loud voice proclaimed the kingdoms 
of this wor {d,ſo long time viurped by Mo- 
narks and Anticliriſts, which by right of 
Lordſhip and inherirance, did enermore 
belong to the God of heayen and Prince 
of the Coucnant, ſhall now at length be 
reſtored ro the right Lord and lawtull 
L owncr 
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andglorie, there ſhall be no end, as the 
Spine concludeth, ſaying , Andhe foal 
reigne for ener and exer, Amen. | 


—. 


—— — 


Verſe 16. And the fowre and twenty Elders 
which ſate on their ſeates in the fight of 
God, fell on their faces, and' adoring 
God, ſaid, We thank thee Lord God om- 
nipotent which art which waſt and which 
ſhall come, becauſe thou baſt receined 
thy great pawer and brightneſſe. 


Y the fowre and twenty Elders is meant 

the reſtimonie of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, who for that they ſpake by the ſe- 
uen fold Spiric of maicftie which bur- 
neth night and day about che thzone of 
God, are here ſaid to fit on their ſeates 
inthe ſight of God, And for that their 
wdgements denounced tr6 time to time 
againſt Antichriſt and his worſhippers, 
are now iuſtified ypon them, and the e- 
uerlaſting kingdome of the Lord their 
God(who hath ſtretched his wings from 
{ea to ſea, and from the Rincr to the end 


of lands) 1s now ſet vp. for euermore; 
there- 
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tion of God, brake foorth in praiſes and 
thankſgiuing,ſaying,We thanks thee Lord + 
God ommipotent, fc. 


= 
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Verſe 17. And the Gentiles were angrie, 
and thy wrath is come, and the time of 
the dead tobe indged, and to render te- 
ward to thy ſernants the Prophets aud 
Saints,and to them that feare thy name, 
litle and great, and to deſtroy them that 
haue corrupted the earth. 


. ple which haue cull increated Te- 
rufalem, and madea ſport of the ſhame 
and affliction of Iacob,thal now reap the 
fruit of their ſauage & heatheniſhh hues, 
endac = their turie)ſhall endure the 
wrath and ivdgement of him, who with 
mftice mdgeth and fighterh, as the Spi- 
rit affirmerh , ſaying , Aud the Gentiles 
were angrie, and thy wrath ts come, and the 
time of the dead to be indged, And the Spitit 
turther reſtifieth , that the Lord ( for 


whoſe glorie that day is made) ſhall ren- 
| der 


AE all kingdomes,nations and peo- 
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nc originalt npot *h ; com- op A 
monly interpreted rewerd, ) firſt to his | 
Saints and feruants, and all that onter- 
come, their hire and wages. which by - 
( promiſe and for his owne name fake 1s 
| due ynto them; next,to all execrable A- 
| theiſts,blaſphemous Catholiques,incre- 
| dulous heathen,liers, hereriques, carnall 
| Goſpellers, and all other brazen and vn- 
|, regenerate Chriſtians, the hire and wa- 
, ges, which to their works,and deeds,and 
| merits is due, as the Spirit concludeth, 
| ſaying, And to render reward unto thy ſer- 
| wants the Prophets and Sajuts, anilto them 
that feare thy name,little and great, and to 
; 


deſtroy them that haxe corrmpred the earth. 
But concerning . this ſeuenth age, 
wherein the Lord ſhall come in maieftic 
ro judge the quicke' and the dead, the 
holy Ghoſt deferrerh yer a while to ſpeak 
more particularly chereof, and rcſumerh 
more exactly to intreat of the terme and 
perſecution of:Anrichriſt and his accom- 
plices againſt the Church and Spouſe of 
þ Chriſt, that ſo the glory of his tuſtice in 
| their wfſt condemnation and iudgement 
may be more bright and manifeſt. 
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I, ef confirmation of the prophecie follow- 
ip. pe 
2. Th deſcription of the Church and of ber 


firſt rut. p 

4+ The Charches firſt perſecution raiſed by ; 

+ Ethnicke Rome , by whoſe immanitie | 
it came to paſſe that her beautie was no 
morg ſeene in her viſible and eminent 
graces, but lined bere and there diſper- 


i 
ſed and ſcattered oner the face of the | 
' 


> 
= 
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earth, 
B, The great battell betweene Chriſtianiſme 
and Paganifſme : Chrift and bu truth 
onercommeth Iupiter and his prophana- 
£107, 
18, The Empire remoneth his Throne, pre- 
rending to ſtop the floaje of the enengie, 
but intending to roote out the diſperſed 
remnant of the Church, { 
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Ta E Apoſtle having drawne in 
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Verlſe 1. And 


the Temple of 


emple , and thers war | 


the former part of this prophecie 

a ſlight baba (asit 2s and 
defignement of Antichriſt, doth now in 
the prophecie following reviſit and per- 
fe the diſcouery of the Beaſt, and han 
him yp to. the view and diſcerning 0 
heauen andeatth. Andto theend = 
this his work of manifeſtation may carry 
in it faire and vncontrollable credit, the 
Apoſtle in this verſe afſurerh vs, that he 
reucaleth no other word concerning the 
Church & her preſſours here on carth, 
during the perſonal abſence of her Lord, 
then Sh which he heard at the Councel 
table of God , which he deliuereth in 2 
maner of ſpeech yſuall wich che Pro- 
phets. Ana the Temple of God was opened 
in heanen, and the Arke of hs conenant was 
{eene in the Temple, alluding to the Tem- 
ple of Ieruſalem , and ſignifying "_ 
ungacr 
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ruſalem, whoſe wordsand an{wers, for 
their diuinitie,maieſtic, power and glo- 
rie,are here as elſewhere figured by yoi- 
ces properto God,” and notto man, as 
hightnings, thunders,carthquakes and haile, 


—— 


Verſe 2. Andagreat figne appeared in hea- 
wen , 4 woman cloatbed with the Sunne, 
and the Moowe vnder her feete , and oz 

| ber head acrowne of twelue ftarres, 


BY before the Spirit takes in hand 
to diſconer the perſecuters of the 
Church, 1tpleaſeth him firſt to deſcribe 
the Church it ſelfe, that ſo the barba- 
rous immanitie of her enemies may be 
more apparent and 1uſtly abhorred, be- 


ing vied againſt a creature of ſuch virgt | 
0 


nal,innocent and patient modeftie,w 
for herrare and admirable beauty is here 
called a great ſigne, or heauenly appariti- 
on, ſymbolizing her fearfull, — 
cr 
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licie of a, woman; | 
criptures often cal- 
aireft woman, the Kings daughter, F 
daughter of Sion, danghter of Jerwſalem, ”» 
the Sponſe of Chriſt, Mother of the inſt, ec. 
Andto the end ſhe may the better be dif- 53 
cerned of vs, the Apoſtledeſcribeth her 
garments and wearing, ſaying, ſhe was 
cloathed with the Swn , meaning that ſhe 
had put on the Lord Ieſus, Sonne of 11- 
ſtice, that is to fay, her ſoule was veſted 
with an aſſurance of the mercic and loue 
of God in Chriſt Teſus her Lord; which 
iuſtice or wftification of the Spouſe and 
herchildren , 1s called in holy Scripture 
by way of metaphor, the white ffone, and 
the wedding garment.For as a ſtoale or gar- 
ment couecreth the ſhame and nakednes 
of our vile bodies: ſo the mercy and loue 
of God, inſured vs in Chriſt Iefus our 
Lord, hideth the ſhame and nakedneſle 
of our fintull ſoules. And to proue thar 
her garment was truly wouen of the two 
diuine threds, to wit, the aflurance of 
mercie & the alſurance of loue in Chriſt 
Teſus her Lord; the Spirit giueth in tor 
cuidence;the fruits of Pn, 4 liudy _ 
ſti 
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' lougof God, as vnder a vaile, in theſe 
words, And the Moone wnder her feet, fig- 
nifying thereby that ſhe had now quite 
forſaken & forgotten her fathers houſe, 
that is, had flaine her naturall ſinfull and. 
wonted affe tions, and was reuiued and 
renewed in mind;artd with her Lord was 
now riſen and aſcended vp," as he into 
the heauen of heauens, ſo ſhe to 4 new 
cuſtome and cariage of life , far abone 
and higher then the Moone : for all her 
ſtudy and hearts delight was now in hea- 
uen, where her hope, her loue, her life, 
and her deareſt Lord tiueth & reigneth, 
God,to be praiſed for euct and cuer, A- 
men. 

Laſt of all, the Spirit ſetreth forth hee 
head attire, whereby her honour and e- 
ſtare was beſt knowne, and whereirr ſhe 
moſt delighted, ſaying , that ſhe wore 
on her head a crowne made of a mettall 
much finer then gold , for it was made 
of the dorine of the rwelue Apoſtles, 
who for that they are the Lords lights 
and lanternesto guide the feet of ſinners 
when ſinnc hath benighted them - 

cre 
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Verſe 3. Aud being great with child, be 
cried, trauelling and labowring to be de- 


liner ed, 


crowne of twelue flares, 


_ a 
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Nd by the words which her cares 

recemed,her heart conceiued, and 
ſhe was great with feare, and godly ſor- 
row,trauclling ynder the burthen of her 
finnes, and reſtleile deſire to be recanci- 
led to God: which anguiſh and: paines 
other ſorcowful hearrand:broken ſpirit, 
the Apoſtle moſt excellently comparech 
to the ſorrowes of a woman. in trauell, 
In which her ſpiritual labour and paine, 
ſhe could by.no meanes be relicued' or 
eaſed, yntill her Lord were faſhioned in 
her, that 1s, vntill her heart were ſan- 
Aified by faith : for no. Treacle could 
heale her miſerable wounded ſoule, 
but the atſurance of mercie onely, nor 
any water could quench the burning 
flames of her reſtleie deſire,but the loue 
of God onely, inſured her in Chriſt Ie- 
ſus her Lord, and written in the fleſhly 
D tables 
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according to.his phe Arr, and laſt 


and cuerlaſting couenant, 
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Verſe 4. 4nd another figne appeared in bea- 
wen, for loe a great red Dragon haning 
ſenen heads and ten bhornes, and on hus 


heads ſenen diadems, 


S night doth follow. day , and 
the Rte the -body z ſo 'mulſt 
the Crotfe follow Chriſt, and afflition 
his Church; whoſe Sunne could no ſoo- 
ner ſhine, bur the enujous man raiſed vp 
a mightieſtorme of perfecurion/ro;cloud 
che brightneſſe of her beautiful beames; 
which for the extraordinary furie there- 
of, the Apoſtle calleth « wonder or /igne, 
meaning the Churches firſt and primi- 
riue perſecution raiſed by Erhnik Rome, 
who for his power, immanirie and malice 
to the Church of God, is here called 4 
great red Dragon; and both for that his 
Throne and Citic was ſeated on ſeucn 
hils; as alſo for that he was in all im- 
pietie,pride and prophanation,the totall 
tumme and epitome. (as it were) of all 
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the beymning ofrime;co 
of) wasgiuen-and-granted che charter 
and commiſſion of blaſpheming God & 
corrupting hisworld(asin the thirteenth 
Chapter tollowing 1s more particularly 
diſcouered) the Apoſtle adderh, bawing 
ſenen beads, 

And in regard'his power did beare 
down. the power of all nations,and made 
{poile and purchafe of all kings & king- 

ores on earch ,” the Spirit ſaith, hehad 
ren hornes : for the hornes (ignifie kings 
and kingdomes, and che number of tex 
imclude all, berhey neuer ſo many, as all 
numbers-are madeof cen,and cheir redu- 
plication, be they neuer fo infinite. 

And becauſe he camne to aduance his 
head fo high by the power of his ſword, 
his Leaders and legions, the Spirit crow- 
neth' Nis heads with magnificence and 
diadems, ſaying, And os his heads ſenen 
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Verſe 5. eAnd his taile drew the third part 
of the ftarres of heaven , and caſt them 

10 the-earth, And the Dragon ſtood be= 
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delinered ,” that when ſhe bad brought 
forth, he might denonre her ſoune.. 


== head of this great red Dragon, 
was his Regall firſt eſtate, gouerned 
by Romulus & 11x ocher faccelhue king- 
coates, Which Seneca calleth his infancie 
or nonage', wherein he lived ſwathed 
andnouriſhed in blood 244 yeares,as his 

owne Hiſtorian reporteth, -- +: + // 
The bodie of tis great red Dragon, 
was his Conſuls ſecond. eſtate,which Se- 
weca calleth his full age, part Ariſtacrati- 
call,part Democraticall, and was there- 
fore ſhled, Senatus populuſque Ronan : 
from whence partly by realon of. his 0- 
ucerweight and fulſome abundance, as 
one of his owne noteth, Romana laxitas 
munds & rerum amplunde damno fuit;and 
partly tor want of; enemies abroad to 
wreake their proud and kingly humours 
on, he fell into the inteſtine eujll of ci- 
uill warres at home, which did caſt him 
into his minoritie and wardſhip a- 

ain, 1 . 

And this his laſt: eſtate of regiment 
Imperiall, che holy Ghoſt. here _— 
| is 


Monarchs, ſeuentie Keyſars long, who 
' for thar they ſo furiouſly perſecuted and 
hauocked the blood of the chiefeſt Saints 
and ſeruants of God;the Spirit ſaith that 
with his curſed #4ile he drew the third part 
of the ftarres of heanen, and caſt them to the 
earth. 

And not contented with the (laugh- 
ter of his faireſt lights and ſtarres of his 
Church, os ro deſolate the 
whole heat of:heauecn, cuen all the ſeed 
of the Spouſe, named before the Chur- 
ches child, and here ber ſonne, meaning 
thoſe in whom by the miniſtery of his 
faireſt ſtarres (his ſeruants rheApoſtles) 
Chriſt was now.formed, and of whom 
the Church was now ready to be deli- 
uered; for ſo much the Apoſtle ynfol- 
derh in theſe words, And the Dragon flood 
before the woman. which was ready to be de- 
linered, that whenſh: ſhould bring forth, be 


might denowre her ſoune, 
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Verſe 6, Bat ſhe bronght forth « manchild, 


;| 1. Wh0 was ts gonerne all nations in an i= 
D 3 row 


his taile, which 'confiſteth of a-roue of © 
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Ve notwithſtanding all their furie, 
4L23the Church brought forch her 'firſt 
fruic, which for their tairh, charitie, la- 
bour and partence, . the Spiritnamech & 
wan child: and becauſe they followedthe 
Lord in the regeneration, andouercame 
by keeping his words and works vnto 
theend, they receiued che felfe ſame ho- 
nour which to their Lord: alone and'in 
chicfc belongerh, nemely,thar they ſhall 
indge the Tribes of Iſrarl,and have dominion 
oxer the nations, and ſhalirule them with 4 
rod of iron,and breaks their glarie like a pot - 
ters veſſel, as the Lord hatch promiſed, 
Math.19,and Apoc.4. 

And in remembrance of the tender 
tare and prouidence of God ouer the 
ſeed and firft fruir of his Church , the 
Spirit conchideth , chat when they had 
ended their courſe, they were taken wp 20 
God and to his throne , tar trom the reach 
and rage of their cnemics. 
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| derneſſe, where ſbe had a place 

of God, that there they might feed bey 
a thouſand mo hand and PP 


dayes. ; 
Ve the Church of God; here named 


the woman, morher of this faire and 
primitiue fruit, being no longer able to 
weather out her ftormes.,. was enforced 
to hide her beautie,and toretire her ſelfe 
mto the ſecret chambers oft Gods proui- 
dence and her owne conſcience, and to 
take vp her lodging in the deſartz nor 
that her light was vererly extinguiſhed, 
as her enemies reproch her: toralchough 
ſhe were diſperied, diſtreſſed, and enfor- 
ced to hide her extraordinary and \emi- 
nent graces; yet the beautie of her crue 
repentance andof her ligely faith,ſecon- 
ded with a charitable life and patient cx- 
peQation of better thingsto come , {till 
ſhined as a candle in a Srke place; and 
like a ſhip preſeruedin atempeſt, he re- 
mained ſtil the ſame,ol whom the world 
was not worthy z. neuer _— lo- 
wing proteion-'of wm deare _ F 
D 4 who 
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her, as of Elias hisſeruant, or Iſrael his 
firſt borne; \ carefull toprouide her both 
ofhonorable:harbour and princely diet, 
 Herxcſting place was reſtieile,: ftrewed 
and ſcattered far and neare ouerthe face 
of the earth; for ſuch a lodging did beſt 
beſeeme her broken and reſtleſle heart, 
which ſoiourned 1n earth,+burt dwelr in 
heauen;and did alfo beſt defend her per- 


ſon from the furious inquiſitions of her 


enemies. 
Neither was her Lord leſſelouing and 
prouidenrt concerning her food , for he 
re{crued for her diet the two witneſles 
of his eternall Couenant,thart from rheir 


% 


breaſt ſhe might __ che pure and 
wholeſome milke of grace and life, that 
ſo ſhe might be both nobly harboured 
and princely fed during the tedious and 
odious reigne of the great Whore the 
Church of Rome, who during her cxile 
ſhould vſurpe her Chaire, ad ynder the 
vizard of hername ſhould perſecute her 
name and generation 4 thowſand two bun- 
dred and fixtie yeares, hete (as before) my- 
ſtically deciphered vnder 4 thowſaud twe 
hanarea and fixtic dayes. 
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"4 Nd at the ſame time thacthe' Ten. 


' thedayes of heauen)) was neuecr” waged 


power of God, ſciphered by Adichael the 
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Verſe 8, And there warwaged a battell-in 
| heanen, Michael and his Angel: fonght 
--with the Dragon ; "and: the Drag 
vw: + 


fought and his Angels. | d 


{ X ple of God was opened in heaueng 
che Apoſtle alſo foreſaw. that greac and 


bloody contention, then which - (ſince 


greater; great 113 regard of the arnues 
and great in reſpect of the cauſe. , 

The armies greatzas wellfor the great- 
neſle of the Generals, as for the valour 
and number of their forces. *' 

The Generall on the one ſide,was the 


Prince of the Couenant;, who ſtood for 

the children and people of the Higheſt. 

The Generall on the other ſide, was the 

power of Satan , figured by Ethnicke 

Rome, here (as bctore) called the Dra- 
008. 

In their forces are to be conſidered 
the Leaders and the ſouldiers, The Lea- 
ders andthe Captains onthe part of M& 
theel were  Dinxs Petrus, Dinus fn 
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the reſt o chat di | 


<e "Dragons were. Leaders and 
Chiefraines; Ke Tiberins, diwns C 

ls, dinus Claudine, dewne Nero,and thereſt 
of that moſt flchy and excecrable traine. 

- $0 great was the multirude and num- 
þer of fouldiers,, that none of what de- 
gree, ſex, age, or condition ſocuer, bur 
mult be preſt for the one {ide or for the 
other; the valour and vertue of the foul- 
diers exceeded all: praiſe; few ſubdued 
many , theweake ouercame the ſtrong, 
2 handfull of Chriſtians a world of inh- 
dels. 

The cauſe was rear, and higher then 
the heauens ; a God or Belial, 
Chriſt or Iupiter, Chriftianiſme or Pa 
ganiſme were more venerable for anti- 
quitiez maieſticall for amplitude , more 
conſtant for continuance , and in all o- 
ther reſpe&s of wiſedome, honour and 
maieſtic more worthy: to be embraced 
and adored of the ſonnes of men; which 
was for life contended by the Dragon, 
his Angels and ales, and was for life 
withſtood and difapproucd: by X4ichaet 
and hus Angels, and their _— 
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Verſe 9. But they pretailed net, nevkes + 
was their place found any more in beanen.. 


A® the battell was great, ſo-wasthe 
viftory glorious: for though the 
Dragon with his ſapient Senares,, his 
prophane Ahtgels, and his vncleane ab+ 
bettors,intended all their forces,mouing” 
(asitis1n prouerb) heauen and eart 
ro make roome for the abomination of 
Tapiter, and to keepe vnder water the e» 
uerlaſting Lord and Prince of the Couc- 


of time 15 ſufhciently proued and main- 
tained by Oroſixs, and by him ro whom 
he wrote in his booke de Cinitate Dei; 
yet the Spirit foreſeeing the Dragons 
folly, and how in vaine he kicktr againſt 
che ſpurre, in«ſcorne of his preſumption 
faith, But he prenailed not ; and conchu+ 
ding afhrmeth,tharthe poſleſſion of hea- 
uen(ſo long time vſurped by inceftuous 
murtherers, and execrable curtizans, 
gods and goddeſſes of their owne forges 
ing ) muſt be religned now to _ 
0 


his at the right hand of the Father, 
and hath depoſed for euer from their y- 
ſurpedtictes of deitic;” all godWand god- 
defſes, phantaſmes+ made- of -wormes, 
created and diuified by the inuentions, 
relations, confecrations, and canonizati- 
ons of the Dragon, his Taile and ſucceſs» 
ſors, as the Spirit diſcouereth i faying, 
Neither the place of them was found any more 
in heauen, 


CEICINS — —__ 


Verſe 10. And that great. Dragon was. 


\ throwne donne, the old Serpent, called 

the Diwell and Satazas, which ſeduceth 

- the whole world, and be was caſt into the 

earth, and his Angels were throwne 
downe with bim, 


hr the great and prophane power 
of the Romane monarchie, which 
had fo long time oppreſſed and corrup- 
ted the earch, was now ar length derect- 
ed,and thereupon difſezzed of, and from 
hervſurped claime of heauen; for cuer, 
as the Spirit diſcouereth in ſaying, And 
that great Dragon was throwne downe. 


And 


And fourhinche div 11 did ah. 


dwell (asit were)-in-hen - hrcabngaba 
beames of bode at{fult ,.1-all 


idolatrie, 1mpietie and; preſumption a+ 
gainſt God ,; and-inal] oppreſiion,' in» 
mfticeand immanitie.cowards'mari;, che 
Spirit. exrowneth her - with-che*:cogyo+ 
mentsof her ſire,calling; her,tor her may 
liceto the truh,a Serpent; tor hex cxrimina; 
tion of che Saines,a dell; and for hoſt 
litie ro-God and his Saints, Saranas; pear 
king therein afteriche mancrof the Lord 
himſelf, who calleth his trecherousſtew- 
ard a divel,thogh he were a manybecauſc 
the tulnetle of Satan did dwel inhimgfil- 
ling his heart wich ſuch a perfe&t hatred 
of h1s1nnocent Lord;& lamentable loue 
of his guilcie penie, y he ſold Canaan for 
Egypt,heauen for hell,& God forfilyer, 

And becauſe the impiecie of gower- 
nours, 15not onely their owne.decay, by 
euill doing , bur alſo by enforcement 
and euill example the ruine of their peo- 
ple ;- the Spirit Jayerh! the ſeduction, of 
the wholecarth to che charge of the Dra- 
gonsfor the ruling it afrer the leucll and 
preſcription of Rome, ſaying, which ſe- 
dvceththe whole world; and thereupon. gt- 


verh 
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4 ren uf; name Ow evi 
| beyinnmghecreptoucof the earth; an 
$ by che'ſcale of hiswickednefſi # ow 
ſo- high, as to preſume ro-chruſt his 
haughtic head into heauen , 'and build 
his neaſtabone the ſtarres, as did his an- 
receifors; eAſur, Beltafſſar, Darius, Alex- 
&ider, "andthe reſt of cheir compeeres: ſo 
by alike power of ſword and cruecltic,he 
ſhall ſhortly returne to his friends apain, 
andbe made cuen with the earth, from 
whence his ſftocke'' and firft eſtate was 
borrowed; and the power of his Ceſars, 
councell of his Senators, ſophiſtrie'of his 
Sorcerers(which with fuck indurate'and 
obſtinate mindes ſtood for, the honour 
and worſhip of diuels) ſhould be/tto lon- 
ger able to vphold the reuerence of their 
Twpiter Capitelings, who was now detec- 
for a rogue , and by the voices 
of ' Michaels Angels ( as by- whips 
and paſports) was ſent home againe 
ro'the place of his birth, namely the 
earch, from wherice his mortall-and 
vile genealogie was taken,and with him 
alſo were Cefars vndiuified, and (for all 
their Senates proudrelations)were made 
co 


ro rake vp the graue for chitir latter enidg]. 0 _ 
, for theirhericage, as clie Spirit forerels. 
teth,faying, And he was caſt vnts the - 
earth , and bis Angels were throwne dewne 


—_— 
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Verſe 11. And ] heard-a great voice its 
beanen, ſaying, Now is made (aluation, 

; and force and kangdome of our Gody and 
the power of bis Chriſt, becauſe rhe ac+ 
cuſer of our brethren « caſt downe, | who 
accuſed them before the ſipht of onr Godt 


- day and night.\ 


Either was this famous vidorie 0bs 

rained ina corner, orſpoken in the 
care, but (as the Spirit reporteth)ſo ya 
lorouſly gotten, and ſo audibly proclais 
med, that all the world heard the repo; 
thereof, witnelſle the records of thoſe 
times, at which the holy Ghoſt pointeth 
in theſe words, And I beard 4 lond voice 
in heaven, ſaying,and ſounding the vito- 
ric of Chriſt and Chriſtianiſmie againft 
the Dragon and his Angels, his forccrers 
and their prophanc and idolarrous pagar 

ni{me, 
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kingdom of owr. God , 'avd rhe power of bis 
Ebrif; 'andycelderh a reafon ' of this! ſo 
jous andtrinumphant ioy, becauſe the 
folly and fury of the Dragon and his Ans 
gels, which ſo continually accuſed the 
Saints and ſeruants of God, for peſtilent 
fellowes,moyers'of ſedirion;mamrainers 
of ſeas, polturers of the Temple, teach- 


ersof new/gods,encmics to'Ceſar, words 
ſowers, babblers, blaſphemers,1s now vp- 
'on' ſetting and' going downe-for cuer. 
Which death and downfall -of their {pi- 
rituall whoredome, theftigly:Ghoſbaiſ- 
cloſeth, in ſaying, beranſe the ascuſer of 
7 bretbres is caſt forth.” '* W 
*'And for the greater comfort 'of the 
Church and-indgement'of her enemies; 
concluderh,rhar there is a perfe cours 
roule kept,as wel of the ſufferings of the 
Saints, as of the ſlanders of their foes, ſo 
openly commatred in the' face of the 
Court, and before a Iudge of ſo cleare a 
fight and eternall memory, as thatthey 
ſhall'neuer be diſcharged or forgotten, 
the Spirit inferreth, ſaying, 'who accuſed 
then before the fight of our God day & night, 
Verie 


,*% calf 


; - © * 44 
oy” | | - | ; ' FA F , Y v | | | þ # | 
Sad or Pr Ae THE; oa; 
SI 2 £ P47 ” . : 


p > Cx 
M4. e 2 + _- > 5 : 4 Fo, | is ' 
$7" \ * 4+ D im foug®. + 2 " *.* x A p 4 4 
- Vs »% —_ q 4 Pat 3.0 4 o ad » "a X £44 Vac, | Ty x > TY 4» 
te) te - . g » wot . : "a 
- 4, . p_ 
\ - o = * 
"Th: | | COR 220, if os gee - © 2 
| 4 een onto t I LEEDS 510 
' < . ad 
& : 
= 


f 


- Aſt of all the holy Ghoſt diſcoucteth | 
the ſpiriruall armour and-weapons 
whetewich the Angels and ſeruants of 
Michael obtained ix famous vitory o« 
uet rhe Dragon and- his ſeQaries , 'and 
faith , 'that they were tempered of theſe 
two divine vertues, faith and patience, 
For by the ſhield of faith, which er et 
rit (by a meronymie) calleth, rhe blood of 
the Lanib, and with the ſword of hisewo 
witnetles, and by the word of their teſti- 
monue, they ouerthrew all forces and ar- 
guments drawn from reaſon or reading, 
which the Spirir obſetuerh ' in theſe 
words, And they outrcame him by the blood 
of the Lamb, and by the ward of their teſti« 
wonie, . and all ſuch arguments as were 
drawne from the blocke, as fire, ſword, 
perſecution,interdiQtion, and ſuch like, 
the children of rhe Church quenched 
them with teares, prayers, patience and 
nurtyrdome , as their -Lord had ginen 
them charge, and left them cxamplez 
W which 
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Verle 13. Therefore reionce O heanens, and 
_ you that zt in pes yo to the earth 
and to the ſea, becanſe the dinell i de- 
ſcended to you , haning great wrath, 
knowing that bs bath but a little time. 


$ after victory followeth diuifion 
of ſpoile, ſo the Spirit ſhurs vp this 
heavenly conqueſt with triumph and 
z0y, inuiting thereunto all the Saints 
and ſeruants of God, which haue from 
time to time maintained and defended 
the honour of his name againſt the Dra- 
gon, his ſorcerers and ſorceries, And be- 
cauſe by their good profeſſion and godly 
conu-rſation they teſtified the glorie of 
God(asdoethe heauens) by their obedi- 
ent conuerlions, the Spirit crowneth 
them _ the name of the heauens,ſay- 
Ing ', . Therefore reioyce O heanens, and you 
as awell m _ Y Inns 
And on the other part, pronounceth 
woe, firſt to all nations _ kingdomes 
accel- 
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pri int 
of the Dragon , *whom ( according. tg 
cheir earthly "ajnd) he moſt aptly reſem- 
blech ro:the earch; next, tothe. Empite 
it ſelfe,as the (celerwm capur and ſtable of 
xovy Kaas , whom for his fearfull power 

ynbridled rage, the Spirit -moſt cle» 
gantly calleth by the name of the Oczay 
andthe ſea: and concluderh his woe with 
a reaſon why,becauſe borh in one and 0- 
ther, 'the power of Satan, hadtaken ſuch 
deepe toote , that the more the light of 
the truth did bewray their madnel e,the 
more they ſtroue and ſtormed againſk itz 
and ſo much the rather , becauſe thejx 
ſinne was now, at the higheſt; and 
that the kingdome of Chriſt did gather 
{o faſt ypon . wk that of neceliity a muy 
tation of their fortunes muſt needs fol; 
low,with a ſubuerſion not onely of their 
Paganiſme, bur alſo ot their power Ceſa: 
ricall;which the Spirit cloſely folderh vp 
in thele words, Knowing that be hath but 
a little time; which one Apoſtle alſo ob- 
ferueth, 2.Thel.2. 
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| Verſe 14. And when Fs Dragon ſaw that 


be was throwne to the earth, he perſecn- 
ted the woman that brought forth the 
man child, 


AR when the raging Romane Em- 
{ X pire ſaw that his maintenance of 
Tapiter and his 1dol arr of making ſhrines 
was to deſcend for cucr,(as among many 
voices, ſome cuen to thigday are heard 
to crie vengeance vpon his idols, infor- 
cing them with ſhame to religne their 
vſurped titles of gods and claime of hea- 
nen to the true Lord and owner thereof) 
he took the courſe of the wicked, whoſe 
cuſtome 15(as one of their owne noteth) 
malitia alia aliam trudere, and toadde fin 
to fin, (asa holy one ſaith) toquench his 
thirſt with drunkennelle : for ſo procee- 
ded this Beaſt, adding to his blindneſle 
boldnefle, redeeming his blaſphemie 
with rage and perſecution z and was fo 
far from coming to himſelfe, and taking 
vp repentance to waſh away his crying 
{innes,that (as the Spirit concludeth)he 
more and more purſued the Church, & 
perſecuted the woman whuch brought 
forth 
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Verſe 15. And there was ginen unto the 


woman two wings of the great Eagle, 


that ſhe might flie into the deſart 4 wnte 
her place, where ſhe was nouriſhed for @ 
rime, and times, and balfe « time, from 
the face of the Serpent. : 


Ve the Lord, who had; ſo _ 

oought his Shunamite; was no lefle 
carefull to preſerue and carry her to the 
place of her reſt, wich a ſtrong and out- 
ſtretched prouidence , euen ypon his 
owne two wings , whole feathers were 
made of cherruth of his promſe , ſcaled 


and deliuered by the hand of his two * 


witnelTes, which che Bridegroom of pur- 
poſe left with his Spoule, to accompanie 
and guide her ae_ ſhe remo- 
uech. It ſhe trauell by day, they arc her 
leading cloud; if by night, they are her 
pillar of fire ; if ſhe flie, they lend her 
wings; if ſhewander, they harbour hey 
if ſhe be naked;they couer her; if in prt- 
E 3 {0n, 
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and their godly valour the man child, 
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. fon, they viſic hers if captiue;they redeem 


her; if ſhe be weake,they-ſuſtaine hery if = 
blind, they leade herz if ſhe be heauie, 
they comfort her; if ſicke, rhey recouer 
her; it ſhedoubt;they reſoJue her; if ſhe 
erre, they dire& her : it ſhe thirſt, they 
gincherto drmke; and if ſhe hunger, 
they feed her, and make hero ſtrong of 
conſtitution, that afflitions are re1oy- 
cings to her,baniſhment a hauen,diſper- 
ſion a friend, loſe and death aduantage. 
And by thele comforts(as by Ty 
conuey her to her ſolicude and rcſtleſle 
place of reſt, as the Spirit difcouererh, 
ſaying, But there were ginen to the woman 
two wings of the great Eagle, that (he might 
flie into the deſart, wnto her reſting place, 
where euer ſince her primitue difper- 
fion ſhe hath liued ſtrewed and ſcattered 
far and neare ouer the face of the carth, 
ſeene and knowne of her Lord, by whom 
ſhe 1s protected, and of the children of 
wiſedome,ot whom ſhe is mſtihed : and 
ſo doth and muſt remaine hidden and re- 
rired ito the priuie chambers of Gods 
prouzdence and her owne conſcience, 
during the reigre of Antichriſt, whoſe 
curft and arrogant ſupremacy was to riſe 
Oouc 
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And thus, hiding her eminent primi- 
tive graces, muſt cloſely and filently keep 
the Lords watch,and ftandypon her ho- 
norable guard three propheticall yeares 
and a halte, here (as in Danze!) determi- 
ned by a time,and-rimes,and half a time, ' 
from the reach and rage of the Serpent, 
his taile and ſucceſſors, 


——_ 
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Vetſe 16. And the Serpent caſt ont of his 
month after the woman,water, as it were 
4 flood, that he might make ber to be car- 
ried away with the flood, 


AT when the Dragons traine of Ce- 
ſars ( who for their malice to the 
truch,and ſeducing the nations, are here 
called by the name of the ancient enemy 
and ſeducer of mankind the Serpent) ſaw 
that they could no longer hauocke the 
Church of God, by reaſon of her cloſe 
fight and ſecret diſperſion, they deuiſed 
co purſue ber with their bloody edicts 
and f{acrilegious conſtitutions, which 


chey breathed our againſt her in ſuch 
E 4 raging 


0 « of the aſhes of the Dragons Emper A 
oritic, as the holy Ghoſt prophecied. * : 
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raging and furious maner, as the Spirie 
| 


re reſembleth the violence of 
their barbarous inquilitions and vn- 
princely reſcripts vnto the vnmercifull 
rage and current of a flood, hoping that 
as by cher vnplacable furic they had diſ- 
perſed and driuen the Spouſe to cor- 
ners, ſo bythe due execution of their 
cruel] promulgations they might vtterly 
conſuine her generation , and blor out 
all letcers of her honorable name; for to 
thar white onely they aimed, as the Spi- 
rit concludeth, That he might make her 
zo be caried away of the flaod. 
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Verſe 17. And the earth holp the Woman, 
and the earth opened her month , and 
ſwallowed vp the flood which the Dragon 
caſt out of his mouth. 


TI Ve in reliefe of the Churches preſ- 
J (ures and perſecutions, her Lord 
gaue charge vnto his handmaide the 
earth, to comfort, help and Wccuur her 
his Spouſe: and as Moab was charged to 
hide the chaſed Ifracl of God, and not 
bewray him that was fled and eſcaped, 
bur 


FF \ 
On” * » $5 o 
» , 


but to dwell with him, and to gine. him 

couert and prote&ion from the tace of 
i the deſtroyer;ſo here the earth was com- 

manded to reach forth her helping hand, 

and totake 1n and harbour the Lords ex- 
5 Ales,in the ſeret chambers of her defarts, 
mountaines and caues, that ſo ſhe might 
{ either affoord her cloſe and quiet faue- 
1 guard, or in witneſle of her faith and 
{ proofeof herpatience,receiue the blood 


| which her curſed brethren ſpilt; which 


courtelie and tender fauour , the Spirit 
| remembreth to the perpetuall praiſe of 
] the benefactors of the Spouſe, ſaying, 
| Buttheearth holp che Woman , ana opene 
ber month, and ſwallowed vp the flood which 
the Dragon caſt out of bis month, 
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Verſe 18. And the Dragon was wroth a- 
goinf the Woman; and went to make 
attell with the remnant of her ſeed, 
which keepe the commandements of God, 


' and haue the teſtimonie of leſwa Chriſt, 


* mn notwithſtanding the Dragon 
by his taile of Ceſars had thus maſ- 
ſacred and diſperſed the Church, yer 
Was 


____ washenotſoſatisfied, burforveryrage 


fell inco a melancholy mood , for cauſe 
he could not quite conſume and roote 
© her honour our, as the Spirit diſcloſech, 
ſaying, And the Dragon was wroth agamft 
the Woman. 

And foraſmuch as the Chnrches beau- 
tie did moſt ſhine in the Eaſt Syria, 
Greece, Alia, where ſhe was borne and 
bred,the Dragon thought it his beſt (in 

olicie , which euermore with him was 
Fig for chiefeſt religion) to itch and ſet 
forward his den,and hold his Court fur- 
ther Eaſt; which purpoſe of his, as cloſe 
aS it was, the holy Ghoſt diſcouereth,in 
ſaying, And he went; and noteth the true 
end wherefore he went, not ſo much to 
barricade and ſtop the floate and incur- 
ſion of the barbarous enemie, as he (for- 
ſooth)pretended, as to purſue and con= 
ſume the diſperſed remainder of the 
Spouſe, as the Spirit vafolderh, ſaying, 
to make battell with the remnant of her (eed, 
who for thar they were mfſt of the ma- 
king and growth of.the Churches firſt 
and primirme tfruite, holding the myſte- 
rie of faith in a good conſcience, as the 
fi borne did , the Spirit ſetteth them 
forth 


et 
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' Forth in the ſame livelyccolours, ſayings. 
which keepe the AH”, 46 Ta "8s 
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baxe the teſtimonie of Ieſwa Chriſt, 


—— 


Verſe 19. eAndbe flood vpon the (aud of 
the ſea. 


A the Drago remoued his throne, 
and left his ancient ſeate and citic 
of Rome, where he had now kept court 
almoſt a thouſand yeares, and went and 
pitched his throne anew in a hauen 
towne, betweene Pontus Euxinus and 
Propontis in the Eaſt of Thracia, anct- 
ently called Byſance, and there ereted 
the new citie of Rome, and called it at- 
ter his owne name Conſtantinople the 
citie of Conſtantine; which tranſlation of 
his relidence and chaire of eftate, one of 
his owne alſo noterth : 

Conftantinu apnd Thraces, qua Boſphorus 

equor 
Thracius Euxinss /£g48 ingurgitat vnds, 
conſtitmit ſedems Imper. 
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CHAP, XIII. 


The deſcription of eAntichriſt and his deno- 
taries. | 
The deſeription of bis Cleargie and of by re+ 
ligion. | 
T he Charatter of Antichriſt, 
The wumber of his dayes, and the end of his 


rene, 


OC 


ts 


Verſe 1. eAvd 1 ſaw 4 Beaſt aſcending from 

the ſea, hauing ſeuen heads and ten 

nes, and wpon his hornes, ten dia- 

dems, and vpon his beads names of blaſ- 
pheme. 


Nd preſently vpon the remove 
A\ = tranſlation of che Empire,the 
Apoſtle c{pied that wicked one, 
Antichriſt,man of ſinne,in ſaying, And / 
ſaw; who in regard of the tyrannous 


power aud bloody vic of the vnbridled 
jurif 
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muriſdiction that ſhould be 'giuen him, 
he is here termed ( as in holy Scriptures 
other Monarchs are) A Beeft, that is to 
fay, akind of gouernment,' kingdome, 
dominion or power exerciſed and a@ed 
by a ſucceſſion of tyrannons, bloody and 
beaitly men. | 
And albeit his perfetiof{ in euill 
ſtood yer aloofe, and was very farre off, 
yong and tender, aslying in ſwathing 
clouts ; yet the Apoſtle deſcrieth him, 
as it were through a chinke , in ſaying, 
commy vp. For Ts che tranſlation of the 
Empire, and that now Ethnicke Rome 
began-to play the Chriſtian, he was wel- 
nigh a hundred yeares cloſely creeping 
and climing vp, before he could aduance 
his curſed head and claime of ſuperemi- 
nencie. Concerning which ambitious 
puffc of vaine prioririe, ſo faire and eute 
dent menrion is made in the monu-= 
ments of t1me, that the incredible bold- 
nefle of the aduerſarie is no lefſe mare 
uellous then his incurable blindneſle, 
thar hath fo long time ſtumbled ar this 
ſtone, and ſo often ſpurred vs by way of 
vaunting , te ſhew chem (if we dare or 


can) whea this apoſtacie of Antichriſt 
cooke 


tooke herriſe and firſt commencement! 
which daring vaunc of theirs, the ho- 
ly Ghoſt tripping ouer. as a thing 
which is or ought tro be knowne vnto 
vs, namely, that the horne of Antichriſt 
and his apoſtacie did then firſt ſprout 
out, when his Church firſt obtained at 
|} the Dragths hand prioritie of place, 
| ſuffrage and cenſure ouer all. For asthe 
23 tree. puls vp the creeping ivie, ſo the , 
primacie of the Church of Rome pul- *' 
| | led vp the aſpiring ſupremacice of the *' 
| Biſhop thereof, which Church prehemi- 
nence and prelation (after long ruffling 
li, and ſhouldring) was firſt obtained at the 
I | hands of Honorins (though. afterwards 
Nl vpon greater concertation and daggers 
i drawing , it was by other Cefars and 
| | Kings confirmed, renewed and amplia- 
|' ted) who by che aduantage of the weak- 
| nelſe anddeath of his elder brother Ar- 
cadius, hauing obtained power and pro- 
teorſhip Eaſt and Weſt, ſubieQed the 
Church of the Eaſt Empire (which moſt 
withſtood the Weſt and Romane ſupre- 
macie) with all other Churches whatſo- 
euer,to the Church and Sea of Rome, at 
the inſtant ſuit and importunutie of rhe 
now 
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now Biſhop Rome, whoſe name 
then Iwnocent the firſt , in the firſt yeare 
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of his creation, and in the yeare of Re- 


.demprion 406. 


But the holy Ghoft (I ſay) paſſing 0- 
uer the puncuall and exa&t moment of 
time, when the egge of. Antichriſt and 
his Apoſtacic wasfirft laid, as otherwhere 
ſuthciently preſerued vnto vs, procee- 
deth to dere the place where and from 
whence he ſhould ariſe, ſaying, that he 
ſaw him lift vp his hardy head- from the 


ſea, meaning by the ſea, as in the. ſix- 


recnth of this prophecie , the ſurging, 
tumbling and raging Sea and Citic of 
Rome, ®where alſo by a like loquution 
he calleth all kingdoms ſubieted to her 
by the name of ri#-rs., And that this . 
Reaſt ſhould thence ariſe, and there(and 
not elſewhere)keep court and refidence, 
the Spirit prouech by an argument 
drawne from the ſhape and proportion 
of the Beaſt, for he had the ſeuen heads 
and ten hornes of the Dragon, meaning 
thar he ſhould fit vpon the Dragons hils, 
andreigne in and ouer the Dragons ci- 
eie, and aray himſelte with the ſpoiles of 
the world, and hold in ſubieCtion the 
Kings 


y Kings and States on earth,asthe Dragors 


, 


did; for ſo much the Spirit intenderh in 
faying, hauing ſenen bead; and ten borues, 
And leſt the vnwary Reader ſhould miſ- 
rake this great Anrichriſt for char grear 
Dragon , or this Beafts wy ge and 
his peſtilent ſucceſſion tor chac Beaſts ſu- 
pereminencie and his execrable taile (as 
many ynwarily haue done, ) the holy 
Ghoſt in emblazoning his coate, giuerth 
him a moſt exquilite IEwench , in ſay- 
ing that he wore his diadems, not vpon 
his heads, as the Dragon did, bat ypon 
his hornes; ſignifying thereby thar he 
ſhould not come to his Crowne and 
 vainglory by the:ſtrength of hi#ſword, 
his Leaders and his legions, asthe Dra- 
gon did, but by the baſe and voluncary 
ſnbmiſſton of all ſuch Ceſars, Kingsand 
Princes as ſhould with one counſel] and 
force, deliver vp their authoritie and 
power ſecular tothe deuorion and plea- 
{ure of the Beaſt; and therefore the Spi- 
rit crowneth,not his heads,bur his horns, 
ſaying , and wpon his hornes ten diadems. 
And concluding ſheweth (euen by his 
head attire) how far valike this Dragons 
High-pricſt ot Rome was and ſhould be 


to 


> 


a0 


to the Lords High-prieſt 'of Ternſalem,. 
who. (in ſtead of having his head-attire 
emblemiſhed with: bolineſſe ts the Lord,as 
had his ſeruant Aron) ſhould haue his 
head-peece beſlubbered with names of 
blaſphemie, and vpon his heads names of 
blaſphemie, whereof proofe is made in the 
lixt verſe following. 


_ — 


Verſe 2,. And the Beaſt which I ſaw was 
like to a Leopard;and hu feet as 4 Beare, 
and bis month as the mouth of a Lion, 
ard the Dragon gaue bim his own force, 
and his throne, and great power, 


Nd foraſmuch'+as the Apoſtle fore- 

ſaw that this Beaſt ſhould be a far 
greater aduerſaric, and a fat longer per- 
ſecuter of the Church of God then any 
of the Monarchies which did arife atore 
him; he ſhapech him an ourfide anſwe- 
rable to his inward making, framing his 
parts of che moſt norable perfecurers 
that euer were z as concluding him for 
his extraordinary wickednelle rhe odde 


fellow, the torall lumme and very accom- 
F phihmcnt 


pliſhment of all other. 

And firſt for higpreſumption,in extol- 
ling himſelfe aboue the Prince of the 
Couenant,defouling his ſanAuary,deſo- 
lating his facrifice,burning his ſtatutes, 
and inforcing the humble and meeke to 
the abnegation of the truth , by blood, 
fire, ſtrappadoes, and ſuch like exquilite 
corments; the Spirit reſembleth him to 
his arch-type Amtchus deſcended from 
the Monarch of Greece, here (as in Da» 
xie/) deciphered by a Leopard, And I ſaw 
the Beaſt like a Leopard. | 

Secondly,in pride of life,in pomp and 
luxurie , the Spirit equalleth Nom with 
the Monarch of Perſia, - and likeneth his 
arrogant and voluptuous gate to her ten 
Kings, here (as in Daniel) deciphered 
by a Beare, And hs feet as of a Beare. 

Thirdly,the holy Ghoſt afcribeth vn- 
ro him the proud, prophane and curſed 
mouth ofthe Monarch of Babylon , in 
commanding the dwellers on earth (vp- 
on paine of fire and fornace) to adore his 
golden idoll, which he had dedicated 
with cornets, ſackbuts, pſalteries, dulci- 
mers; which alſo the Spirit conereth (as 
Daniel doth) vnder the maske of a Lion, 

And 


And his month as the month of '4 Lion, © © 
- Andlaft of all, left happily he ſhould 
be leaſt beholdmg vnro his Bella Nins- 
pha,his deareftLady and miſtris of Rome, 
the holy Ghoſt faith, that the lone of his 
Patroneſle the Dragon,was equal to the 
loue of a father towards his ſonne'; for 
ſhe made him heire apparent and Lord 
of her Empire , ſubieQing all things co 
the feete of his.cenſure, and confirming 
vnto him her throne and pallace of La- 
teran , with all the demefnes and glorie 
of Latium , as one of his owne alſo.no+ 
terh, - Latiwmque relingquit Chriſto, & Re> 
mulcam ſeptem cums collebus urbems. 
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Verſe 3. And I ſaw one of his beads as it 
were ſlaine to death , but the wonnd of 
bis death was cured , and all the earth 
4s in admiration after the Beaſt, 

Nd preſently after this great Antt- 
A chriſt was riſen , the Apoſtle fore- 
ſaw ſuch a wound given to one of his 
heads, that the Beaft was in eminent 
danger to beftricken downe againe,and 


Mlaine in the very egge; for-ſo much 
| F 2 the 
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the Spirit noteth in ſaying, 4d 1 ſaw 
one of hitheads as it = aw to death, 
For the better opening of which woiid, 
we mult not onely remember the Beaft 
hath ſeuen heads, but we muſt alſo ſtep 
alittle forward, and craue the aſſiſtance 
of the ſeuenteenth Chapter concerning 
the interpetation of the ſcuen heads, 
which ſaith, that the ſenen beads are ſexen 
hils, and they are alſo ſexen kings; diſcoue- 
ring the true ſcate and ſituation of the 
citie of Rome, where Antichriſt ſhould 
keep his court and reſidence , by the ſe- 
wen hils, ; 

And by the ſexen kings the ſeuen Mo- 
narchies, which from the beginning of 
the world to this day haue ſucceſliuely 
riſen and reigned ouer the earth , of 
which ſeuen, the Aſſyrian monarchic 
was the firſt, and the Romanethe (ixt, of 
both which and their pue-fcllowes, is 
further reucaled in ſeuenteenth 
Chapcer following. Meane time we are 
here to obſerue, that as che holy Ghoſt 
doth therefore call his ſeuen heads by 
the name of ſeuen hils, becauſe the ſeate 
of Antichriſt ſhould be there, and' riot 
eliewhere placed and planted; ſo he na- 
| meth 
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xig.Chepter of the Renelition. "oy 
meth them alſo /even kyyps, becauſe the 
power of Antichrift ſhould be an extra-' 
ordinarie ſoueraigntie, compounded of 
ſuch ſpiritual ar temporall claimes and 
wriſdiions,as ſhould be cquiualent'm' 
preſumption and prophanation, to all 
the tranſgreſſions of the ſeuen monar-. 
chies, which from the beginning hither-: 


. unto haue blaſphemed God and corrup- 


ted his world, 

This foundation layd, doth ſhewzthat 
this deadly wound giuen to one of his 
heads,which (as after appeareth)was the 
wound of a ſword, cannor be meant of 
any one of his heads after che firſt ignt- 
fication,as they are hils, bur as chey are 
kings,and ſubietto the ſword: and ſo 
by conſequence intendeth that one of 
his Imperiall heads, and namely his faire 
Adonis, his minion, lord and maſter of 
Rome, of whom he had o lately recet- 
ued his breath and being, was ſo deadly 
wounded, as that che Beaſt himſelte 
thereby was in great dangerof exrin(t16. 
Thus hauing found the head,ler vs look 
vyrto the wound,that ſo we may the bet- 
rer diſcerne the great danger che Beaſt 


wasin , deliuered in theſe words, 45 it 
F 3 Were 


were-flaine to death. This deadly wound 
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was giuen anddriuen home to the head, 
by.che ſword and incurſion of the Weſt : 
Gothes ,. vnder the leading of Alaricas, 
who in the nineteenth yeare of Ceſar 
Honerins (of whom the Beaſt ſome foure 
yeares before had receiued his life) cn- 
red Italy, and gaue ſuch a deadly ſtroke | 
vato his powertull pate, that for very 
feare the Beaſt lockt himſelte vp in his 
den ar Rauenna,while the enemy ript vp ; 
the ſtreetes of his Imperiall citie, fillin 
chem with famine,fire and Frcribick 
nightof woe,orrather beginning of her 
wofullnight, made an ancient friend of 
hers to bewaile and bind vp her deadly 
wounded head, with an old Ballad, after 
the rune of the burning of Troy: 
Dit cladem illius noltis, quis funera fanda 
explicet? 
Ant poſſit lachrimts aquare labores? 
}1bs antiqua ruit multos deminata per an» 
70s. 
And having thus mortally wounded 
the head of the Beaft (in the yeare of fal- 
vation 410, and 1157 yeares after Re» 
wnulus had raiſed her walls with his bro- 
thers blood) procceded to ſeize vpon 


the 


che reſt of his dignities, hatiocking and 
burning his chiefeſt honours, Latrum, 
Campania, Apulia, Lucania, Calabria, 
where raging and deuiling how to ex- 
termine the power of the Empire for e- 
ucr,and to ſpread his gloric ouerall, was 
by ſudden death blotted our, leauing 
hf purpoſe and his armie royall to his 
wes brother Ataw/phwus, who in like'ra- 
ging haſte and fury recurned to Rome, 
with an obſtinate intenr and reſolution 
to obliterate the ancient name of Rome 
for cucr,and to call her(in honour of his 
people) Gothia, or after his owne name 
Ataulpha ; which counſell and purpoſe 
of his, had it been effeRed, fir Antichriſt 
with all his primacies and ſupremacies 
had bid vs good night long ago; and all 
his gainfull enterludes of fides weſtra,and 
ne deficiat fides tua, and paſce owes, and tibs 
dabo claxes, and quorum remiſeritis , with 
all his peſtilent painted traine of ſucceſ- 
fion, had been datſht in repeacing, before 
euer they had come on ſtage. Bu to the 
end thisrecouery might be the plague- 
ſore of the earth, his deadly wound was 
healed, asthe Spirit ſfath , bur the wonna 
of bis death was cured, For by the pleaſing 
| F 4 pray» 


WE 


prayers and fubtill interceſſions of: the 


Emperours ſiſter Placidia,whoſe beautie 
and bodice was eſpouſed to, Araulphas, for 
ſuch a time his furie was auerted, and his 
deſigne difſolued,and himſelfe not only 
content at her amorous mediation to 
grant thecitie of Rome! pardon for her 
name, bur alfo roleauec her eclipſed and 
dying honour, with all her Italy, ro her 
ftupified Honorins', who for feare' was 
crept into his carth at Raucnna; and ta- 
king his ſpouſe P/acidia with ſuch dower 
as himſelte lifted, departed Traly,and:pit- 
ched his tabernacle in France, 'then one 
of the chieteſt prouinces of the Weſt 
Empare . And co chis plaiſter the Spirit 
pointeth, in ſaying, b#s tbe wound of bis 
death was cared. 
And the holy Ghoſt foreſecing the 
reatnetle of the Beaſts power to come, 
which was vet but like ynto his (lin; and 
how that Satan his creator, who had for- 
med him after the image and perfeftion 
of his owne wickecdnetle, ſhould affoord 
him ſuch letrers commendartory to all 
the world, which naturally loueth wic- 
ked inuentions, that the primacie of 
his Church and ſupremacic of his per- 
{on 


. I. or a Aochegy Aces... 


ſon ſhould ouerſpread all, and obtaine 
the praiſe of the earth z concludeth of 
him 1n this maner , And at tbe carth 
was in admiration of the Beaſt. 


_—_—__S 


Verſe 4. eAnd they adored the Dragon 
which gaue power to the Beaft; and they 
adored the Beaſt, ſaying , Who is like 
unto the Beaſt , or who may warre with 
bins. 


Nd the children of misbeliefe aſcri- 
bed ro the Dragon inhibired ho- 
nours, decking his heacheniſh Chriſten- 
dome with names of holy and moſt holy 
titles, due to God alone; and they ado- 
red his execrablc inuentions & —_— 
of diuels, worſhipping and diuifying his 
vncircumciled Lanes Ce; _ had 
granted vnto Antichrift ſuch power 1n- 
comparable and vncontrollable mriſd- 
&ion, which the Spirit anatomiſeth 1n 
theſe words, And they adored the Dragon 
which gan: power tothe Beaſt. 

And as1n euill there is nomeane, ſo 
theſe children of vnbeliefe went on, and 
beſtowed like titles and magnifcations 
vpon 


; 
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vpon this baſe and vile Antichriſt, who 


asthe Prophet long ago foretold vs, by 
politic ſhould proſper, and by peace de- 
ſtroy many, . and ſtrike his adorers with 
ſuch a ſpirituall drunkenneſle, that they 
ſhould not onely hang their gold , but 
theirfaith alſo vpon him, md verily, be- 
lecuethat this vile and deſpicable Anti- 


chriſt, Delegate co Rownlw,and Deputic 


to Ceſar,was Vicar to the Lambzand Suc- 
celſor to Peter, And thus retoycing ouer 
the error of their owne fantaſie, ſhould 
with P5gmalios admire and dote vpon 
che idoll of their owne caruing, and fal- 
ling downe ſhould adore and crie with 


thatdranken Kin g,Great art thou,O Bel, 


and in thee is no aeceit ; which occalioneth 
the Spirit ( 1n dereftation of their mad- 
neſle) ro diſcloſe their ſhame,ſaying, 4nd 
they adored the Beaſt, and (aid, Who us like 
onto the Beaſt, or who may warre with 
bin? 
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Verſe 5. And there was given to it amonth, 
' ſpeaking great things and blaſphemeies, 
and power was ginen toit ro worke fortie 

two month. 
And 


te 
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AY as the Dragon did bequeath yn- 


\ to Antichriſt his throne and his 


) poſer in ſo large and ample maner,thar 


is,prieſtly key was in cutting and kil- 
ling, ſo like the Dragons ſword, that he 
that is wiſe may calily perceive one 
craftsman made them both : ſo Satan the 
maſter and ſeducer of them both , en- 
dowed his Antichriſt with mouth and 
lips ſo like his owne, that whoſo heares 
him open,may truly ſay, quam ſimiles ha- 
bent labra laftucas, like lips like lettice; 
at which the Spirit pointeth, in ſaying, 
And there was gen 10 it a month;and pro- 
ueth it by an argument drawnefrom the 
fruit of his lips, ſpeaking great things and 


blaſphemies,Whereot the Prophet Daniel y,, ,, 


alſo inditeth him, foretelling that he 


ſhould open his execrable mouth , and 


ſpeake words againſt the moſt High; of 
which preſumptuous magniloquence 
the holy Ghoſt arraigneth him more 
particularly in the verie following. 
And the Prophet alſo further repor- 
terh, chat times and lawes and great power 
ld be giuen into his hand, for a time and 
remes, and the diniding of a time ; butting 
and bounding his tyrannousreigne and 


go. 


Dan.7. 
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1 Ex10/ition of the © 
gouernment within the (elfeſ amecirele 
end period,'as here the Spirit doth, by a- 
nother like propheticall conſtrugion, 


faym g, And power was ginen onto it to work. 
fortie two moneths, 


Verſe 6. And be opened his month vntoblaſ- 

" phemie againſt God , to blaſpheme his 

name, and tabernacle, and thoſe which 
awell in beanen, | 


= diſcouering y blaſphemous mouth 
of Antichriſt, the holy Ghoſt doth firſt 
and principally challenge him for preſu- 
ming to lay hand vpon hisdiuine and 
ſpiricuall ſword, and to weare the name 
and ritle of Vicar to the Lamb, which ct- 
tle, name and honour 1s onely due cothe 
Spirit of the Lamb , the onely modera- 
ror,comtorter and commander of all che 
Lambs aftaires and forces in heauen and 
in earth: and of this principal blaſphemy 
the Apoſtle condemneth himzin ſaying, 
Ard he opencd bus mouth wnto blaſphemie a- 
gainſt God, | 

Next, the Lord challengeth him for 
preſuming to blaſpheme the word of 
God, 
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God,ſuperaduancing his whoriſh church 

aboue the diuine eternall teftimonie, in, 
and by which the Son of God isnamed 
and knowne ;z which contumely offered 
to hismoſt holy word, rhe Lord accoun- 
teth as done to himiſelte and his moſt ho- 
ly namezforſo the holy Ghoſt ſpeaking 
of that Lord thar is faithfull and true, 
who with juſtice tudgeth and fighterh, 
faith, that be was clothed with @ garment 
ſprinkled with blood , and his name # called, 
The Word of God, The pourtraiture of 
which diuine and eſſentiall Word,is the 
ingrauen Scripture of his moſt holy and 
written word, and of this blaſphemic 
the Spirit inditech him in theſe words, 
to blaſpheme his name. Leſſe maruell then 
if like a raging flood, downe bearing all 
before him, and oucrflowing all bankes - 


of obedience towards God, he dare extol 


* his curſed head aboue all that is called 


ornamed God, that 15 co fay, all magi- 
ſracie, authoritie and power ſecular, 
which by Gods owne ordinance & com- 
mandement, is the onely true,liuely and 
immediate repreſentation of his owne 
perſon, iuſtice and gouernment here 0n 
earth, in and ouer all cemporall cauſes 


and 


ind perſons, as welt Ecclefiaftical as cruil; 
of ich high creaſon one Avoſtts a 
conuinceth him,z. Theſſi2. = 
No maruell then,if thus daring to blaſ- 
pheme the Lord of the houſe and his an- 
nointed Deputics , he dare blaſpheme 
the houſe of God, wherein his name is 
honored, curſing, reuiling and reputing 
it a houſe of ſchiſmatiques, heretiques, 
excommunincates; which,blaſphemous 
and vndeſerued wrong , the holy Ghoſt 
layeth to his charge, in theſe words, and 
his tabernacle, | 
And laſt of all, to ſhew that there is 
neither end nor meaſure' in his blacke, 
preſumptuousand blaſphemous mouth, 
the Spirit furcher chargeth him with 
blaſpheming the Saints and ſeruants of 
God deceaſed, curfing,reniling and con- 
demning their doQrine , u=Y yet bleſ- 
ſing, adoring & erecting their ſhadows, 
' ſepulchersand ſhrines, for mediators, in- 
rercellors and reconciliators betweene 
God and the ſinner; like their curſed 
fore-elders the Iſraclites, who boaſted 
in the deſcent of their father Abraham, 
and yet blaſphemed the faich of Abre- 
bam their father, of which —_—_ 
an 


of God and his moſtholy pirie the A- 
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poſtle condemneth him , aying ,- And 
thoſe that dwell in heanen. 


tt 
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Verſe 7. Andit was given vnto bim to make 
battell with the Saints, and td onercome 
them: and power was ginen hins' vpon e- 
uery people , tribe, tongue, and n4- 


1107, 


Ndas after lightning followeth this- 
der, ſo after Antichrifts blaſphemie 
followeth his perſecution , as the Spirit 
teſtifieth, ſaying, And it was given him to 
bid battell to the Saints ; which the Pro- 
phet Daniel by way of expoſition alſo 
plainly ſerterh forth,ſaying,that be (howld 
murther and conſume the Saints and ſer- 
uants of the moſt high, 

And in further amplification of this 
his carnificiousfurie, the Spirit ſetteth 
forch the largenelle of his charter and 
commiſſion, by an exceſſive loquution, 
foretelling vs that it ſhould be ſo large 
and genctal;char the fire of his ML” 
an 


LT 


DP v x by i 
rene _ "" "_ _ d ih > " + ® ; «Hs © ” 
4 Y bo a "if STE) . 4 Joe! 7 OO OLD, » KM X : 
_ and; $ eno 


. . 
*"Y ., 

-+ » an 

Pi D 247 \ 


vpon euery nation andtribe z as if. we 
os to caſt an.eye:ypon the timespaſt, 
and conferre what he had, with what he 
hath , we ſhall eaſily diſcerne the mea- 
ning of the holy Ghoſt 1 theſe words, 
And power was giuen hin pon every Tribez 
people, tongue and nation. 


—_——_——ERR— 
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Verſe 8. And all that inhabite the earth 4- 
dored it, whoſe names be not written in 
the booke of life, of the Lamb which was 

 flaine from the b:ginning of the world. 


He holy Ghoſt  hauing in the for-' 
&. mer parc of this Chapter diſcouered 
the birth, place, perſon, power, blaſphe- 
mie and perſecution of Antichriſt, de- 
ſcendeth now to the deſcription of his 
creatures and deuotaries, foretelling vs 
that they ſhould be ſuch onely (for vnto 
fuch onely the particle al is here reftrai- 
ned) as haue OS portion and intereſt 
in this life, whoſe pietie, heauen, hope 
and glorie 1s here, and not elfewhere; 
which kind of out and ouercaſt Chriſti- 
ans,the.Spirit deſcribeth by a periphrali 
mo 
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the revelation of a life and citie.ro comes" 
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moſt roper to their naturall and inbred 4 


_ Ion, ſaying, they are thoſe that in-' 
habe the earth; therein diſcouering them 
as by a difference diuiſjue from ſuch ag 
are the Lords pilgrims ind firangers on 
earth,haning here no permanent abode 
or place of reft, bur ſecking the things 
whnch are aboue, attend with patience 


not:made with hands, where their Lord 
and their Redecmer luerh,. -, * 
And the Spiric proceeding ſheweth 
furcher,the ſupreme, hidden and vnper- 
cciuable reafon why the adorcrs of Antt- 
chrifbchus defiled che ornaments of their 
calling , and why they loued/lyes more 
then truth , the Beaſts penance more 
then Gods repentance, the Beaſts beliefe 
morerhtert faith rowatds God; the Beaſts 
miterable merits. triore chen-the frums of / 


—_ 


_-_ 


4 = * 
RK . Fr 


Verſe 9. If any man bane ay eare , bt him 
beare. © | | 
T2 Apoſtle having ſufficiently de- 

ciphered the nature and catiage of 
Antichriſt and his crearures , commeth 
now to' diſcouer his reward and iudge- | 
went, which-howſoeuer it tarry little or 
long, is of neceſlitic the reward of linne. 
Bur before the Spirit draweth our his * 
| ſword, ir pleaſeth frim in hisaccuſtomed 

| mercie ro awake his Church and her e- 

8 nemies,and to moue them to a feare and 
'Wv reuerent attention , by a generall ſum- 


mons, proclaiming, 1f any man have an 
eare, let him heave. 


—A 


if Verſe xo. He that ſhall leade into captini- 
| tie, goeth into captiuitie ; and he that 
Jhall kill with the ſword, muſt be killed 

. with the ſword: here is the patience aud 
the faith of the Saints, . 


| "Fc holy Ghoſt in this verſe calleth * 
Antichriſt tothe Barre,and ſets him 
bctore che world,for the very be,on ay 
ene 
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the wrath of God and his heatie diſylet- 
ſure isto be execured;For he, whowi 
der colour and pretenice'6f Weeding' our 
and rooting vp of. heretiques, hath 
bronghr into the Church captiuirie, in- 
 Yrom gona rortures and torments, to the 
orrible murther and ſlaughter of the 
Saints, when in ſuch caſes (notwirhſtan- 
ding) he had neither precept nor exam 
ple in the life of che Lamb or. his Apo» 
{tles ſo to do; be,cuen he,faith the Lord; 
15 thar partie, againſt whom this uſt 
mdgement of taliarion is laid yp in ſtore. 
to be executed ypon him in that day, 
when the Lord ſhall bring againe the 
cxptiuitie of his Church, which for cheir 
ſins he hach giuen vp to the ſword and 
furie of the Beaſt, vncill ſhe haue borne 
the burthen of herſhame, and (asrhe gy, 
Prophet faith) -refijewed her beautie by | 
her ſorrowes, and her glorie by her per- 
ſecutions; and'then ſhall be fulfilled that 
which was ſpoketi by the Prophet ,' woe 
to thee that ſpoiledſt, and waſt not ſpoiled; 
and didſt d:ale withedly, when they ded not 
wickedly againſt thee : for when thow ſhalt 
ceaſe to ſpoile;thowſhalt be ſpoiled; and when 
thy fone « ended, "thaw Ae be rewarded; 
” 2 - 
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as here alfo the Spirit denounceth, con- 
tefting that God ſhall ſcourge him with 
his owne inuentions,& repay him home 
in his owne coine, ſaying , He that fball 
' lerade inte captinitie, ſhall go into captinitiey 
| and he that hall kill, ſhall b killed, 
\ And in conſolation of the Spouſe, 
conchideth, that howſoeuer Antichriſt 
and his Delegates fooliſhly thought, by 
afliting. the Church, to deſtroy the 
Church, yet in her afflictions confiſt- 
cth the very ſtrength and approbation 
of her children z for by the things the 
ſuffer,they learne obedience, & t roug 
patience their faith is conſecrated, by the 
which they arc perfeted and made inhe- 
ritable of the promiſe of God: all which 
mercie and fauour is commended vnto 
chem vnderthe handand ſcale of affliti- 
ons, by which their mad and drunken 
aduerlaries thought to conſume them, 
and like fooles. did not conſider that as 
the workman dorh ſquare the ſtone by 
ſtrokes, and as the ſnake doth caſt his old 
Skin by paſling through ſharp ſtones, 1o 
the Lord. doth renew: his Spouſe: by 
ſtripes, and bruſheth off her old affe&1- 
ons by paſſing her through the aſperitie 
"of 
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6f tribulation z which haly and hidden / 
conſideration, cauſeth the Spirit ro ho-' 
nour the ſufferings of the Saintsſo high 

, asto aſcribe vnto them the chief: 
, Rayes and PIO of their preci-' 


ous hope and calling , namely, patience 
and faith, ſaying , Lov 4 the patience and 
faith of the Saints., 


— 


'T”* Verſe 11. end T ſaw another Beaſt com- 
ming vp from the earth, and he bad two 
bornes like the Lamb , but he ſpake like 
the Dragon. © 


_— holy Ghoſt in the verſe forego- 
ing, hauing pronounced ſentence 
of death _ Antichriſt , before he 


comes to the execution thereof, deſcen- 
deth to the ar nt and condemnas 


tion of his Clergle, thac ſo they may be 
carred to the valley of Hinnom both to- 
gether, whom the Lord. here figureth 
| vnderthename of the Beaſtyſaying, And 
| 1 [aw another Beaſt ; comprehending vn- 
der the ſingular number of one Beeft,by 
a maner of ſpeech common to the holy 


Scriptures, the whole corporation and 
G 3 vas 
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vninerfitic of falſe an nag 


who trom the firſt Eremite, Hypocrite, 


Father, Prieſt, Monke, Frier, to che laſt 


trumping and vagabond Tefſuite , haue 
auouched the honour and adoration of 
Antichriſt. And is-moſt aptlydeciphered 
by their earthly, ſenſuall, .and dweclliſh 
minds, in pointing to their country and 
lace of extraction, whence and where 

Fach weeds do grow, ſaying,comming vp 
from the earth . And commendeth their 
making and acquaintance to vs, by two 
exquiſire tokens, the one their perſon, 

the other their doftrine. Touching their 

ſhape and pine, che Spirit ſaith,that it 
was in robe arid extertour appearance 
the very tace and countenance of the 
Lamb, deckt and garniſhed with his 
owne two hornes, to wit, the Law and 
the Goſpel , wherePþe Lamb doth 
ſave and kill; for ſo the Spirit ſaith, Aud 
he had two hornes like the Lamb. 

- But as concerning the vſe and force 
of the hornes, the Spiric ſaith,they were 
therein ſo contrary to the Lamb, that 
when they did open, either to teach the 
Law or preachthe Goſpell, they ſpake 
and taught like the Dragons _— 

an 
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and like the Prieſts of /wpicer, reaching eaching 
and preaching vnto the children of the 
world, chart chey ought to worſhip the 
God of heauen, as - i» Dragons Prieſts 
had caughc their fathers to worſhip the 
gods-of the heathen, Which deteftable 
prophanation of the worſhip of God, 
and prepoſterous adoration of his name, 
© the Spirir deteerh,in ſaying but be paky 

like the Dragon. - | 


Verſe 12. And all the power of the firſt Beaſs 
be did in hrs fight, and he mad: the earth 
and the inhabitants therein to adore the 
firſt Beaft , whoſe wound of death was 


Earea, 


Y the power of the firſt Beaſt, is 
meant the pyxpoſc and plor of the 
Dragon for the ypholding and eſtabliſh- 
ment of their talſe and rodlelſe religion, 
to the prophanation and extinion of 
the true worſhip and ſeruice of God; 
which Gi as he could not ctte&& 
by force and open enmitie, I meane by 
the bloody perſecutions of his prophane 
and Ethnicke Ceſars., he did deuiſe to 
G 4 puc 
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” » putincwftringro his old bowe, and xg 
” - _worke it: out byfraud and fallhood of 
friends, 3nd thereupon perſwaded his 
Ethnicke Ceſars , that.in policie it was 
the beſt to play Chriſtians,” foraſmuch 
as the world was ngwſo ginen , as /u= 
piter with all his1dols muſt needs giue 
place to Chriſt,becauſe moſt voices went 

char way. bo Ag de 
And rhe betrex to bring the myſterie 
of iniquitie to patſe, he cauſed hisnew 
Chriſtened Cefarsto ſet vp a race of Sy- 


cophanticall, high and princely Priefts, 
who vnder colour of proGering the at- 
faires of the Lamb, ſhould cunningly 


clap l«piters coate ypon the Lambs back, 
and bcitow all: che ceremonies and ritu- 
als of Inpiter and his 1dols vpon Chriſt; 
that ſo by turning Iepiters worlhip into 
Chriſtianifme, he:nwght rurne.the wor- 
ſhip of God into Pagamiſme and idola- 
trie, and that ſo he mighr at the leaft 
5 Bi and deſolate the true worſhi 
of the true God, whole maicftic & WE 
of deitie they conld no way blemiſh; 
And for rhe better tuccetle- in rhis 
their proicdt,: ſhould caule tobe erected 
throughour all kingdomes and nations, 
_ Þ, Certain 


vngodly and proſtitured Clerks, _ | 
 auouching and maintaining againſt all 
comers , that Antichriſts name 1s Sims 
Peter ; and that the ſupremacie his Ce+» 
fars and his Kings gane him, is the very 
keyes of heauen and hell, which the 
Lamb commatted to the diſpenſation of 
his Saints and ſeruants;z and that the 
throne and ſeare of wickedneſle,is Peters 
Chaire and Sea Apoſtolique z and that 
the execrable forme of Iwpiters worſhip, 
wherein his Lords and Cefars delighted, 
15 the yery true worſhip and ſeruice of 
God, which the Lamb and his Apoſtles 
delivered, 

And by theſe miſts, legerdemains,and 
new editions of old idolatrie,ſhould eſta- 
bliſh in the ſighr of Antichriſt, the ſelfe 
ſame prophanation and deuout impieric 
which his anteceſſors the Cefars fo ar- 
dently embraced; forſo much the Spirit 
rippeth vp, in ſaying, 4nd all the power of 
the firſt Beaſt be did in the fight of Antichriſt: 
and thereby ſo ſtrongly deluded and ſc- 
duced the children cf diſobedience 
(molt properly here,as elſewheregdeſcri- 
þcd by the name of the earth and the in- 

babitants 
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© - babitantitherein) chat they loathed the 
ſacrifices of the God of heauen,and refu- 


ſed ro warſhip asthe Lord comanded, & 
choſe rather (as the Spiritſaich) ro adore 
the firſt Beaſt, that isto ſay,to worſhip y 
god of their fathers, as the Dragon com- 
manded them, juſt after the preſcription 
of his Ceſars and manet of the heathen. 
And that we may the better diſcerne 
from whom thoſe Profors of Don An- 


-richriſt borrowed this their abominable 


Church-ſernice, the Spirit remembreth 
the repaired wound of their maſters cre- 
ditors pate, mentioned 1n the third verſe, 


whoſe wound of death was cured. 


LIT 


Verſe 13. And be did many fgnes, (othat 
be made fire to come downe from heauen 
20 the eartb,in the fight of men. 


'T He holy Ghoſt having arraigned 
and condemned the Clergie of An- 
tichriſt touching their do&rine, procee- 
deth further to dere their abomination 
and forgery,in ſeeking to confirme their 
falſe doctrine by lying lignes and works 
of wonder; condemning therein 6c 
cher 
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For as riothing can be more vaine and 
vngodly, then'to ſeeke by lying fignes 
nd wonders to confirme the doarine 
of the Lamb and his feruants, which is 
all ſufficiently eſtabliſhed by og owne 
magnificent and dinine miracles, vnto 
which rhe Church of God vpon heral- 
legiance 1s enioyned to ſubſcribe: ſo no- 
thing can be more preſumptuous: and 
wicked, then to attempt by ſignesand 
wonders the confirmation of any orher 
doqrine then that which the Lamb and 
his ewo witneſſes haue ſealed and defi- 
ucred ynto vs, according to the ſtatute 
of God, Deut.13. | 
And though their ſignes were m__ 

as the Spirit reporteth,laying, Aud be ai 
wany fignes; yet were they bur forgeries 
and lies, not wrought in truth & digni- 
tic, but in falſhood &fallacie,as our Lord 
himſelf and hisſeruant Paw! forctold vs, 
Mat.24- 2.Theſſ.z2, In which regard the 
holy Ghoſt ſquaring the miracles of 
theſe exorciſts after the rule of their do- 
&rine, which was in ſhew the Lambs, 
bur in truth che diuels; calleth alſo cheur 
lying lignes, heauenly fires, ſaying, [s _ 
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heir vanitie;ſecondly their preſumpeis. 


be made fire to come downe from heanen 16 
the earth,in the ſight of men: not that they 
were in decd and in truth fo, but thats 
they ſcemed ſo to be in the eyes of men,. 
becauſe they were wrought by theſe yas" 
gabond ggorciſts,vndera pretended and 
colourablec imitation of the name of the 
Lord Icfus, who of all heauenly powers 
and fires isthetrue Lord and {oueraigne 
commander; that ſo theſe Clerks of An- 

_ richriſt might be ſutable in their wic- 
kedneile, that as their dotrine was 0 
polite to the ruth of Chriſt, ſo their 
wonders might contrary the power of 
Chriſt, by a colourable imitation of the 
miracles of Chriſt , and might be a truc 
and perfect deprauation _ ſame. 


— 


Verſe 14. And he ſeduced the inhabitants 
on the earth, through the fignes which 

. were ginen him to a» 5n the ſight of the 
Beaſt , (aying wnto them that awell on 
the earth, that they ſhould make the 5+ 
mage of the Beaſt which had the ftrokg 
of the ſword ard lineth, 


A the Spirit further diſcloſing the 
happic ſuccelle of theſe vahappie 
brokers 


ing ther miſts and miracles, foretellerh 
vs, "that asthe firſt Elies by the miracles 
of heauenly fire did induce and draw the 
good vnto the feare of God, (o theſe im- 
pore of Ancichrift, by the lure of their 

alſe-and lying fires, ſhould ſeduce and 
draw all dung-hill and carthly minded 
men from the feare of God, in ſuch ſure 
and deuoted ſort,as that they ſhould per- 
ſwade them to make the piture and is 
mage of the Beaſtsreligion, and to em» 
brace andere ſuch a Chriftianiſme,. ay 
ſhould in all points counterfeit and re- 
preſent the Paganiſme. of the Dragony 
attiring and decking upiters prophanas- 
tion with the holy and honorable names 
of God, Teſus,Spirir,Scriptures, Church, 
Sacraments, Saints,&c. like excellent 
Comedians who decke themſclues with 
Crownes, Scepters, purples, and repre- 
ſentations of Kings, whenas indeed they 
are the baſeſt ofthe people. Andas the 
Lord commanded hys ſeruant Moſes to 
ere& ſuch a Tabernacle of witnefle here 
on carth , as ſhould be 1n all points after 
the Idea, modell and platforme of that 
diuvincandectgrnall Tabernacle —_ 

Ww 


Nauesof Antichriſt rouch- | 
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' fawin the mount: fo Antichrift(Lord of 


miſrule) commanded his propudious 
Clergie to cauſe all people, natiensand 
kingdomes to ſet vp ſuch a Chriſtianity 
as ſhould in all points anſwer the Idea, 
modell and platforme of that prophane 
and cxecrable hearheniſme wherewith 
| he faw the Gentiles enamoured z, and 
hereby ſo ſtrongly ſeduced che inhabi- 
rants on carth, that they verily thoughe 
the myſterie of Iniquitie to be pure and 
vndefiled Chriftianitie'; and that rhe a- 
bomination of deſolation,forcſpoken by 
Daniel the Prophet, is the onely true, 
ancient, Catholique and Apoſtolique re» 
| ligion;teaching them thac periſh by con- 
ſenting vnto hes, that they ought to 
worſhip God as the Gentiles did worſhip 
Inpiter; perſwading them that as the 
Genciles had their Are, ſo Chriſtians 
muſt hane their Altars; and asthe hea- 
then had their bloody ſacrifices, ſo Chri- 
ftians muſt haue their vnbloody ſacrifi- 
ces, andoffer bread and wine to God,as 
the heathen did ro Ceres and Bacchm; 
and asthe Pagans had their Pontifex me- 
ximw,ſo Chriſtias fuſt haue their Pope; 
andas Echnicks had their Sagerdotes , fo 

muſt 
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muſt Chriſtians have their Prieſts; and 

as che Gentiles had their gods and god- 
detſes, ſo muſt Chriſtians hauetheir he 
Sainrs andſhe Saints; and as the Dragons 
had his Pantheon, ſo Antichriſt- muſt 
haue his All Saints ; and asthe heathen 
had their idols, ſo Chriſtians muſt haue 
their images; and as the Pagans did cons» 
ſecrate their Temples to Idols, ſo Chri- 
ftians muſt dedicace their Churches to 
Saints; and as the Ethnicks had their 
ſupplicarions, ſo Chriſtians muſt haue 
their proceſſions;and asthe Gentiles had 
cheir luſtrations,lo Chriſtians muſt have 
their holy water; and as the Dragon in 
his Church-ſernice had his Cerei,ſo An- 
tichriſt in his Church-ſeruice muſt haue 
candles; and asthe Dragon had his 4- 
cerre or Thwribles , ſo Antichriſt muſt 
haue his Cenſors;and as the Dragon had 
his Noucndrall ſacrifices, ſo muſt Anti- 
chriſt haue his Maſſes of Requiem; and 
as the Dragon had his Hecacombes, ſo 
Antichriſt muſt haue his Trencals; and 
as the Diagon had his Colledges Sodaliit 
and Arvelinm fratra, ſo muſt Antichriſt 
haue his Cloiſters of Monks and Friers; 
and as the Dragon had his Veſtals 2 ſo 

ntl- 
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Antichriſt muſt have his Nunn 


1 
end arent. a k . 
A 
p 
. I; 


ny -o 


Sanftimonials; and asthe Dragon did 
celebrate the birth-dayes of his Ceſars,ſo 
Antichriſt muſt ſolemnize the narmitie 
of his Saints; and as the Dragon had his 
Annals, ſo muſt Antichriſt haue his Le- 
gends; and asthe Dragon had his ſecu- 
lar Specacles , fo Antichrift muſt have 
his Tubilees; and asthe Dragon had his 
Bacchanals, fo Antichriſt muſt haue his 


”* 
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. Carnivals; and asthe Dragon: had his 


Lupanaries, ſo muft Antichriſt haue his 
Stewes; and as the Dragon .had hisin- 
chanters, ſo Antichrift maſt haue his ex- 
orciſts; and as the Dragon had his Aſyla, 
ſo Antichriſt muſt have his SanQuua- 
ries; and as the Dragon had his Exe- 
quies and Parentals, fo Antichriſt muft 
haue his Diriges and hisde profundi; and 
as the Dragon had his comntia centariata, 
{o Antichriſt muſt haue his Councels 
xcumenicall ; and as the Beaſt had his 
comitia cariats, ſo Antichriſt muſt haue 
his Councels prouinciall;and as'the Dra- 
gon did diuike his Ceſars, ſo muſt Anti- 
chritt canonize his Saints 3 and' as. the 
Dragon enaced cmill lawes, ſo Anti- 
chriit muſt enact Canon lawes; —_ 
| eng 


\ the Dragon had his Imperiall reſcriprs, 
ſo Antichriſt maft have his Decretall E- 
piſtles; and as the Dfagon had his Tri- 
bunirial intercefſions,ſo Antichriſt muſt 
have his vncontrollable interdiaionsz 
andasthe Daten had .and vſed his pre- 
ſcriptions, fo Artrichriſt muſt haue and 
vie his excommunications ;. and as that 
Beaft commanded hisheathen to pleaſe 
their goddefſe Inno with cane vota libens, 
ſothis Beaſt commanded Chriſtians to ' 
pleaſe their God with vowesz and as the 
Dragon had his Triceps Hecate, ſo Anti- 
chriſt muſt haue his triple cara, to l1gni- 
fie his triple pretended wuriſdiction; and 
as the Dragon had his Hexaphorgn , ſo 
muſt Antichriſt be carried vp & downez 
briefly, as the Dragons prieſts did teach 
the heathen to worſhip Jupiter as God, 
ſo Antichriſts Clergie muſt-teach- their 
Chriſtians to +. God as Inpiter, 
and looke what forme of religion, what 


maner of life the Dragon led, the ſame 


muſt Antichriſt in his perſon parallel] & 
mainrtaine, ; "M 
And to the end we may vndoub- 3: 
'tedly diſcerne what and of whoſe 1» 
mage the Apoſtle as th the Sparir 


oh 


© MWM£,% 
ae” *; l 


remenbreth now the thirdtime his re- 
cured wound;whichhere ſpeaking more 
plainly our,he callerþ the ffroks of a ſword; 
not that it was the onely ftroke,(for ma- 
ny ſwords did pierce the Dragon, as his 
had pierced many,) bur the firſt ſtroke 
ofaſword, which from the beginnin 
and riſing of the Dragons Empire an 
regiment by Ceſars, d1d remeaſure the 
fury of the ſword vpon his owne head & 
chaire of ſtate, as the Spirit noreth, ſay- 
ing, Which bad the froke of the ſword, and 


lineth. 


—_ 


Verſe 15. And it was ginen to bins to fine 
ſpirit to the image of the Beaft,and that 
the image of the Beaſt (honld ſpeaks, and 
ſhould make that whoſeener honored not 
the image of the Beaſt,be ſlaine. 


ATP ſuch art and perſwaſible power 
was given to.thoſe inchanters and 
apoſtares of Antichrift, that they infuſed 
ſuch a quickning ſpirit, ſuch a life, gi- 
uing animation into the Echnicke dead 
and deſolate image of the Dragons reli- 
gion, by gilding it ouer with the reue- 
xcnd, 
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rend, divine and honorable names of 
God omniporent, Chriſt Jeſus the righ-. 
teous, his holy Spirit, his precious blood, - 


his ſacred word, his bleiſed Sacraments, 


&c, that they calily perſwaded the blear- 


eyd world to think and belecue,thar che 


execrablc forme and image of [piters a- 


bominatis, commanded by the Dragon 
and his Ceſars, was the very true worſhip 
and ſcruice of God, commanded by the 


Lamb and his feruanrs; and hat the pi- . 


ure of [upiter Olimpins which their Lord 


Epiphanes had {et vp and placed in Sarn- 


Hum ſanttorum, was the very Arke and 
propitiatory of God, ſet vp and creed 
by Moſes his ſeruant xt: cheir abomi- 
nable myſticall Male, the facrifice of an 
vnbloody Meſl1as,made of bread of their 


owne baking. ( which their fathers the - 


Parriarks, Prophets and Apoftles. neuer 
heard nor dreamed of) 1s a ſacrifice not 
Euchariſticall but propitiatory, and ſo 
allſufficient for the atronement and re- 


conciliation of God yato.the (inner, as if _ 
it were figure. and ſealedin the precious | 


blood of the Lord of the couenant ; and 
that the horrible prophane and dereſta- 


ble ſupper of Thyeſtes, is the very true, 
H 2 holy 
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holy and comfortable commemoration 
of he Lords loue in-giuing his life for 
the children of the Church, and their 
thankfull communion and celebration 
of the ſame.. 
And by theſe and ſuch like inchant- 
ments, theſe Procors of Antichriſt ſo 
baffled and blinded the Princes and Pro- 
rectors of their ſynagogues, that they in- 
zealed them to do uw and ered in- 
quilitions, executions and torments a= 
gainſt all ſuch as refuſe to honour.and a- 
dore the idol-ſeruice and deſolation of 
their Antechus; and that all ſuch as doe 
bur mutrer againſt the magnificence of 
their Church and her worſhip, which all 
the warld adoreth, ſhould be accounted 
as infarlix Lolium, weeds, Lollards, here- 
tiques, excommunicates, and ſonnes of 
death, to the admirable confirmation of 
the Spirirs prediction in thisplace , ſay- 
ing,that it was given to hins to gine [ach [p1- 
rit to the image of the Beaſt , that the image 
of the Beaſt ſhould ſpeake and make that 
' whoſoener honored not the image of the Beafs, 
be ſlaine. | 


—_ — 


Verſe 


Verſe 16, And be ſhomld make all little and 
great, rich and poore, free and bend, to 
hane 4 charatter in their right hand or 
on their forcheads. 


AY che power of theſe proſtibulous 
Clerks was ſo catholique and vni- 
uerſall, that they cauſed all kingdomes 
and nations (figured here by a numera- 
tion of their a conditions and cal- 
lings, little, great, rich, poore, bond, free,) 
to confederate and vnite themſelues by 
a reſolute and determinate purpoſe of 
belecuing and liuing after the lawes and 
preſcriptions of Antichriſt;which league 
of voluntary and reſolute ſubie&ion,rhe 
Spirit calleth the charater of the Beaſt: for 
as vnitie and loue in truth, and a reſol- 
ued purpole to liueafter the commande- 
ments of God,is the charater and cogni- 
fance of the Lamb; ſo vaitie, conſpira- 
tion and banding againſt the truth, wich 
reſolution to liue after the traditions of 
Antichriſt, is the creſt and character of 
the Beaſt, Which profeſlion of obedt- 
ence was ſo ſtudiouſly. embraced, and ' 
with ſuch joy receiued of all the clients 

H 3 and 
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and crearuresof Anrichriſt, thaethe Spi= 
ricfaith, they did no lelſe , pride them- 


felues in cheir errors-and abominations, 
then in the wearing of their bracelers & 


abillements, deliuering it in manner of 


ſpeech viuall with holy Scripture, when 
it intendech to expreſſe an ardent and 
hearty affetion approuecd both by word 
and at10n, by prattiſe and profeſſion, as 
Deut.6.8. and 11.18. where the holy 
Ghoſt vieth the ſelteſame phraſe, is their 
right hand or ox their forcheads. 


— 


— 
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Verſe 17. Andthat no man way buy or ſell 
but he that hath the Charatter or the 


name of the Beaſt, or the number of his 
name, 


Nd in further proof that Antichriſt 

and his apoſtaricall Clergie ſhould 
crine the naile of their impietie home 
to the very head, the Spirit ſaith,that by 
them and meanes of their authoritie, it 
ſhould be enacted, that none ſhould 
trade or [we(torſo much the inhibition 
of buying and ſelling doth inferre) but 
{uch as acknowledge and adore the pre- 
rogatiue 
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ropatiue royall, religion and diſcipline 
of che Beaſt and bs Bioly Catholique 
Church (for ſo by a figurariue kind of 
blaſphemie ſhe muſt be called) as is con-+ 
firmed by Antichriſt himſelfe, then na- 
med Martie the fift, in his Bull dire&ed 
to the Inquiſitors of herericall prauitic 
(for ſo it pleaſeth him to terme the pro- 
teſſion of the truth) nec domicilia habeaxt, 
nec larem foneant, nec contratius ineant;nec 
negotiationes Of mercaturas exerceant , nec 
bamanitatis ſolatia cums Chriſti fidelibus ba- 
brant,&c, All which their dominering, 
rage or madneſle,the holy Ghoſt by way 
of previſion moſt admirably epicom1- 
zeth in theſe words, And that no man may 
buy or ſell, (no one excepted out of the 
King of Babylons decree) ſaue thoſe 
onely that carry his ſigning & fleſhmark 
in their hands or hearts, as beaſts doe in 
their fells, meaning ſuch as ynder or a- 
boncdooot ebay or 1n publique, are 


obſtinately & reſolutely deuored to hue 
and die as the Beaſt commandethzwhich 
the Spiric vnfolderh in ſaying,but be chat 
hath the charafter, or are otherwiſe allied 
as it were by way of cognomination vn= 
to Antichriſt va # 


s Chutch Catholique, 
H 4 and 
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en” and are hercaftcr cleped Papiſts or -Ca- 

 - _thohques, reucaled in theſe words, ' or 

the name of the Beaſt; or laſt of all are 
found to adore within the very verge or 
liſts of his reigne and Empire Poneifcial, 
here butted and bounded within the cir- 
cle and comprehenſion of theſe words, 
or the number of bis name, of which more 
at large.in the verlc following. 


* 
—_— 


Verſe 18. Here « wiſedome; be that hath 
Wh pnaderflanding, let him connt the nun- 
ber of the Beaſt, far it i the number of 

a man, and bu number is fix hundred 


ſextie ſox, 
yh holyGhoſt intending to reucale 


in this verſe the ſecret counſell and 
purpoſe of Gud concerning the period 
and finall end of Antichriſt and his 
Church-dominion,prepareth his Reader 
ro attention þy a lictle ſhort preface, in- 
timating that it 1s the diſcouery of a my- 
ſerie and point of high vnderftanding, 
ſaying, bere 5s wiſedowe; wherein leſt we 
ſhould ouer-raſhly judge (as many haue 
done) the Spirt mgketh choile of his au; 


ditors, 
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ditors, and addeth for a barre, not he ; 
"that will, bur he that can and hath yn« 


derſtanding , let him audite and count 
che number of the Beaſt z He that bath 


vnderſtanding , let him count the number of 


the Beaft; whom leſt we ſhouldimagine 
to bera ſpirit or other creature of ſtrange 
ſhape (as ſome haue vainly phantaſed) 
the Spirit calleth him « max, ſaying, for 
it i the number of a man, comprehending 
by a Synecdoche vnder the word wan,a 
ſucceſhiue ſtate and kingdome of men, 
after the ſpeaking and ſtile. of the Pro- 
phets: for ſo the Lord informed his ſer- 


uant Moſes to ſpeake, Let my ſonue £0, Exod.4, 


that is, let my people of Iſracl depart; 


and fo in Daniel, vnder the forme and nz. 


name of foure {ingular Beaſts, are delig- 


ned foure ſcuerall Monarchics, moſt of x1, g 


them containing a long ſucceſſion of 
many Monarchs, The Ramme which thou 
{aweſt are the Kings of the” Medes and Per- 
fians: after which maner of ſpeaking, the 
Spirit ſpeaketh alſo in this place,and vn- 
der the name of 4 wan preſenteth vato vs 
the whole race and ſueceſſion of men of 
finne, whoſe totall ſumme is one Anti- 
chriſt, the bounds and lunits of whoſe 
domi- 
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dominion and tyrannie, the holy.Ghoſt 
impaleth wichin the circuie of a certaine 
ſure prefixed period and determinate 
number of yeares, ſaying, and the number 
of him is fix bundred fextie fix. Wherein 
many, as well ancient as late writef$ (as 
in the reſt) they haue vainly imagined, 
that Antichriſt is one ſingular perſon, 
, which muſt ſodainly ſtart vp, and after 
three cmull yeares and a halfe depart a- 
gainzand that he muſt be by birth a Iew, 
and of che Tribe of Dasfelis notwith- 
ſtanding thoſe curſed ſcatrerbags haue 
neither Tribe nor ſhadow of Tribe left 
amotigft them; and that he muſt reigne 
m Icruſalem, of which Citric and Tem-. 
ple, there is notany one ſtone left ypon 


another;and that he muſt kill Enoch and 
Elias, who are to appeare about the Ka- 
lends of Greece ; with diuers other ſuch 
legendary phantaſies, neuer meant nor 
ſent from God:'ſo in this point alſo con- 
ccrning the number of Antichriſt, they 


o14cn vp an account ſo farre from 
the audite of truth , as nothing can be 
more. Andas men that thought at worth 
the labour to find a knor in a ruſh, ſo by 


2 concciced framing and anagramming I 
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of letrers, they h 
out, fuch a name as by characters mighe 
expreſle che number 666; and withall. 
might ſomething ſquare either with the 
name,nature,blaſphemie,or reſidence of 
the Biſhops of Rome,as aaleives, 71imw,oy- 
yew for G&projuty) Aauia*lig, ExxANGIE. STRAIKE'S 
pou mH5 tyres, Kemiith Adonikans, fil 

a:tionis,&c, whereunto alſo. may be 
added rhe conieftures of [ohn Wick/iffe, 
Tohn Bale, Francis Innins, men otherwiſe 
of good and worchy merhory in the 
Church of God; as alſo the conieQuures 
of others as worthy and honorable. as 
they, that hauereferred the number of 
666 to the time of Antichriſtsreuealing 
and yeare of riſing , when notwithſtan- 
ding it 15a ſtrange voice,and not known 
to the cares of the Scriptures, for the 
word »«mber to be vſed for the begin» 
ning and riſing of any terme of time li- 
amited and predited by the Prophets, 
bur onely for the end, period,and deter» 
mination thereof, 

But if it were lawfull to ſmile in ſo 
graue an inquiſition, amongſtall phan- 
raſticall charmes and cabaliſticall con- 
zectures ypon this werd w«mber, there is 

none 


2ucendeuoured to find 
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none more ridiculous then that which 
moſt pleaſeth out Rhetoricall Rhemiſts, 
who by a rare ſupputation of charaQers, 
haue as roundly tound' out the Beaſts 
number, as the Sodomites did the 
doores of Lot, in the name Luderws, 
which in the Almain tongue 1s the name 
of Luther : and although we are ſure, 
they cannot ſo much as thinke ypon the 
poore Frier Luther, but for very feare 
they ſtinke all the world ouer ; yet this 
deuice ſo tickleth the Clergic of Anti- 
chriſt, that they pretend ro laugh for 1oy. 
But as for their prefixed time of three 
naturall or cjuil yeares anda halfe(which 


they allot to the wm and rage of their 


Antichrift) it doth” ſo vneuenly ſquare 
with Latter or Lutherans continuance, 
that theſe miſerable Serdonians are faine 
ro eate their word,and to endure the foo- 
liſh world to laugh ar them,whiles as dy- 
ing they faine would ſeeme to laugh at 
ir, But to leaue theſe curſed leaders of 
the curſed blind, andreturne againe to 
thoſe that haue thought to calculate & 
find out the myſtery of Antichriſtsnum- 
ber 666, in a word, we'{ay, they are de- 
cciued and erre, not knowing the PI 
an 
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and conſtruction of the Scripture, For 
firt,by the word name, . deligered in the 
former verſe, in theſe words, or the nuns- 
bar of bis name,is meant the very cxiftence 
and perſon of the man of ſinne,by a pro- 
prietic of ſpeech common to holy Scrip« 
tures,as Ats 1.15. Apoc.3.4.and 11.13, 
where (by an Hebraiſme) »ames {ignifie 
wen, and are conuerted with the parties 
and perſons themſclues, as the name of 
God ig holy Scripture 1s often taken for 
_ God himſelfe : and therefore as in the 
former verſe the Scripture calleth it the 
tumber of bis name, (0 1n this verſe he cal- 
leth it ehe number of a man,vnderſtanding 
by « max(as is afore ſaid)the total ſlumme 
of that ſucceſſion of beaſtly men, which 
make and conſtitute the exiſtence and 
perſon of one Antichriſt: and by the 
word number, is meant the fatall end and 
finall determination of their reigne and 
ouernment z for ſo the finger of God 
7 eaketh to Baltazar, God bath numbred 
tby kingdome,that is, God hath ended and 
finiſhed the dayes of thy kingdome : ſo 
that the number of his name, or the number 
of the max,is nothing elle but the period 
. and finalldcrerminayon of the yiurped 
oy: 
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eyrannie and domination of Antichrift 

-which the Lamb the Lord and preſeruer 
of [ſrac], for the glorie of his name,con- 
ſolation of his Church,and confuſion of 
her foes, with a mighty and outſtrerched 
arme ſhall bring to paſle in the yeare 
which ſhal be 666, 

Foraſmuch as the egge of Antichri- 
ſtianiſme was laid in the dayes of J/ane- 
cent the firſt, ſucceſſor to Anaſtefims the 
firſt alſo of that name,in the yeare of fal- 
uation 406,45 15 before declared;and that 
by expretſe commilſton there was fur- 
thermore granted to the Beaſtyhis heires 
and ſucceſ{ors 1260 yeares,for the hatch- 
ing, foſtering and perfeQting this child 
of perdition and myſtery of iniquitie, 
which being added to 406, by rule of 
true audite muſt needs verifie this admi- 
rable tudgement, which the Spirit. of 
God hath here denounced and deternii- 
nedtomakegood vpon him in the yeare 
which ſhall be 1666. In which account 
and diſcouery of his end,the holy Ghoſt 
of purpoſe leaueth our the millenarie 
number, as not onely knowne perfect 
and immutable {for chat cheſe vile and 
euill daycs ſhall not exceed more thou- 
lands 


«ac ' 


ſands then one) bu a5 reſpeRing alſo 


the common vſe of all nations, aswell. 
Hebrewes as Genriles,who in their ſtiles 


(for breuicieſake)do no lelle often ſpeak Yide Calne- 


and write by the imperfe& number, 0- 


mitting the millenary,then after the - Lice 
felt adding the millenary, as Muifer Fry | 


well obſeructh . And in that yeare my 
Lord of Rome ſhall lay downe his proud 
waues; and alchough he fortifie neuer 
ſo ſtrong, and lay his foundacion as low 
as hell, and build his turrecs as high as 
heauen, andplace his Miter aboue the 
ſarres, yet in that day he ſhall die the 
death of the vncircamciſed, and periſh 
like che Amorite, whoſe fruit is deſtroyed 
from abouc,and roote from bencathzand 
the multitude of his offences ſhall cons 
+ ſume rhe mulrcitude of his forces; and it 
ſhall be more poſlible for him and caſis 
ynto hum co weigh the fire, or meaſure 
the wind, or call againe the day char is 
paſt,or reconter the yerdure of the withe- 
red gralle, (as a holy oneſaith) then to 
auoide this counſell and decree of his 
downfall here determined by the Spirit 
againſt him,ſaying,and the number of bins 
&« 666. And then all kingdomesand pow 
he 0 42 _ 
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£67: 
__ _ - citie- (as encofherownecallethit) and 
'theimmortalitic of herſoule , meaning 
- the ſoueraigne er ahd fupremacie 
''of her Cefars widhiph Prieſts,to wither, 
die;and forſake the earth for eucr : and 
as Babylon her mother left vatoher the 
inheritance of het pride and prophana- 
tions, fo ſhall ſhe alſo leaue vnto her the 
heritage of her death and iudgements: 
forasher gloric hath been grear, ſo ſhall 
her diſhonour, when all her excellencie 
ſhall be tranſlated into ſhame and forow. 
Now therefore as King Baltaſher cried 
 afbud when he ſaw the Rand-vricin FT a- 
gainſt him ,-zl attheyMNould bring the 
Caldeans, Aſtrologians and Inchanters 
torcade and interpret; ſo thou'that'once 
andlong before ourdayes haſt been dee- 
med by lawes of all nations a power ſo 
ſoneraigne & holy, call now about thee 
thy Councell and thy Clergie(who call 
themſclues Good menylearned/and wiſe, 
whoſe onely grace is to loue anciquitie, 
de widome and conſtancie;) call 
| them I fay,cloath them with purple and 
chain them with gold, yet ſhall { 6 not 
deliuerthee fro this iudgementto come; 
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bur zerhie witl:ſtone which the m 
Anpell took and-caft into tlie ſea,w 


6.1, +: 


' violence thou and'thy Church 'in that 


houre ſhall bethrowne downe, and ſhall 


be found no'more.And'all fuch Kings 
'encearth, orrather Kmgs of carth, whoſe 
loue thou haſtftolen;to the lotile of their 
ſoules, thavhane lined in drunkenneſſe, 
delights and wantonneſle with thee,ſhal 


weep andwaile for thee'(as for their firft 
borne)whem'they ſhall ſee-the fmnoake of 


thy rorments aſcend, ' and” the apples -: *© 


which thy ſoule luſted after, to: depatt 
from thee, and no man Ne chy.traſn 
and commodities any more;for that God 
which 1dgeth thee 1s a ſtrong Lord, and 
thy deriſion ſhall be the ioy and Alleluia 
of Sion, 
But her faire and halcyon day may not 
long endure, before the Lord (that with 
wſtice mdgeth and fighterh) ſhall come 
in the clouds of heauen, to render vnto 
euery man according to the ways where- 
mn his heart hath walked,as more directly 
1sreucaled 11 the 20 Chapter following. 
Bur as cocerning the day & houre of the 
coming of that Lord, who for the glorie 
or 
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- of God,far bayend wr 9 of all has ſer- 
uancs in earch, or Angels in heauen; and 
yet his beloued ſeruant Dawiel1s bold in 
un and layeth Jowne the yeare to bt 

hue and fortth;ytare -(accotding:tos 
-his Caldaical fupputarion)after the con- 
ſumption arid; cxrermmination/ of - Anct 
chr, that it may be fulfilled which: was 
ſpoken by the Prop het , 'Verily the Lord 
of boaſts will doe ho. but be rencaletb 
Aizen 3. bs ſecrets vnto bis ſtruants the Prophets, 


